
TOWN OF BRATTLEBORO 
RECREATION & PARKS DEPARTMENT 

BOARD MEETING 
January 14, 2014 

 
 
The Brattleboro Recreation & Parks Board met on Monday, January 13, 2014 at the 
Gibson Aiken Center in the Conference Room. 
The meeting was called to order by Peggy DeAngelis at 6:00 p.m. 
Attending were board members, Bonnie Carr, Renee Woliver, Peggy DeAngelis, Bob 
Neubauer, Marty Rancourt, Betsy Gentile, Director Carol Lolatte, Assistant Director 
Jessy Cudworth and Administrative Assistant Kim Isaacsen. 
 
Members of the public present: Marcia Steckler, Jason Cooper, Kathleen White and Ryan 
Golding.  
 
Motion to approve the November minutes was made by Renee Woliver and 2nded by 
Betsy Gentile, all members voted in favor. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

PRESENTATION BY WEST RIVER TRAILS COMMITTEE:  Marcia Steckler was 
present at the meeting to address the Recreation and Parks Board about creating a 
connector between West River Park Trails and the town owned property on the shoreline 
of the West River on Rte 30.  The connector would be a pedestrian walking bridge 
constructed under the new I-91 bridge.  Friends of West River Trails have done a 
significant amount of research; see attached documents provided at the presentation.  

• Renee Woliver was concerned about night time usage and parking - This was an 
issue that the group has not discussed but will address as the project moves 
forward.  

• Peggy DeAngelis asked about speaking with neighbors of West River Park and 
maintenance of the bridge – The group has not yet spoken with neighbors but 
fully intends to get their thoughts as project moves forward, maintenance would 
need to be further investigated, some contributing in the maintenance of the 
bridge are who would own the bridge and what material would be used to 
construct the bridge.   

• Carol Lolatte asked about Liability – Liability would depend on who owns the 
bridge, it is likely that the state would own the bridge as it will be connected to 
the I-91 Bridge. 

• Betsy Gentile asked who the group was working with at the state level – The 
group has been working with citizens and State Representatives involved with the 
Agency of Transportation.  

 
Betsy Gentile made a motion to endorse the pedestrian bridge in concept that connects 
West River Trails to the Rte 30 shoreline of the West River, motion was 2nded by Marty 
Rancourt and all board members voted in favor of the endorsement.  
 
 



LMPSS:  Living Memorial Park Snow Sports (LMPSS) was given a location that would 
be made available to build a maintenance building for equipment when the volunteer 
group took over operation of the ski area in the mid 90’s.  LMPSS would like to build a 
50x40 maintenance building; however they have proposed a different location, the new 
location would cause less interference with underground water, sewer and electrical lines 
during construction.  Bob Neubauer made a motion to support the change in location and 
it was 2nded by Betsy Gentile and all Board members voted in favor of the different 
location.  The Board wants to approve the final design before LMPSS applies for permits.  
LMPSS will be using WRCC for the design process and estimates project to be 
completed in one year. There was a lengthy discussion about several items that LMPSS 
will need to do before and during constructions. (Tree Board, Insurance, State & Local 
Permits, Constructions Coordination and Communication with the Fire Dept) 
 
PROGRAM REPORT: 

• Girls and Co-Ed Basketball have started and both programs are going 
good. 

• Kindergarten Baskteball started January 6th, the program is going good. 
• We are going to try to run a Zumba class on Monday’s for a daily fee after 

youth Basketball is over.  
• January 14th Senior Center will have a local photographer give a 

presentation about his trip to Niemba, Africa.   
 
HOLIDAY GET TOGETHER:  Holiday get together will be on Friday January 17th at 
6:00pm at the home of Peggy DeAngelis. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 
WEST RIVER PARK:  Next meeting is scheduled on January 15th at 5:15 pm. The 
committee will be discussing completing the building, sewer system and fundraising.  
 
POOL ENGINEERING SERVICES:   Carol meet with the engineers on October 17th, 
nothing new to report.  
 
ESTEY GAZABO:  Carol discussed the possibility of removing the Gazebo from the 
platform, more information will be provided as it is received.  
 
RINK COMPRESSORS:  The Building to house the equipment has been completed.  
They will start pumping heat into the building this week.  Brad Oaks from Vermont 
Commercial Refrigeration will continue to monitor and evaluate the system to see if 
additional repairs are needed.  
  
SKATEPARK SITE SELECTION COMMITTEE:  Betsy reported that the 
Committee is moving along quickly.  They have developed criteria to be used during 
evaluation of each location; they will be reviewing site maps for sites that could be 
considered.  Committee is working together to complete process for presentation to the 
Selectboard in May. 
 

 



OTHER BUSINESS: 
 
BURGLERY:  We had another attempted burglary while Carol was on vacation. An 
alarm has been installed in the office and the window has been covered with a mirror 
film.  We are looking into pricing for surveillance cameras.  
 
NEXT MEETING: The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, February 10th at 
6:00p.m. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  Motion to adjourn by Betsy Gentile, 2nded by Bob Neubauer at 
7:10.  
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Kim Isaacsen 
Kim Isaacsen, Administrative Assistant 


