
TOWN OF BRATTLEBORO 

RECREATION & PARKS DEPARTMENT 

BOARD MEETING 

November 10, 2014 

 

 

 

The Brattleboro Recreation & Parks Board met on Monday, November 10, 2014 at the 

Gibson Aiken Center in the Senior Center. 

 

Attending Board Members: Bonnie Carr, Renee Woliver, Sam Rowley, Ricky 

Davidson and Ben Underhill. 

 

Attending Staff members: Director Carol Lolatte, Assistant Director Jessy Cudworth 

and Administrative Assistant Kim Isaacsen.  

 

The meeting was called to order by Ricky Davidson at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Agenda Adjustment: A Skating Rink update needed to be added to the agenda. The 

skating rink was closed on Sunday November 9th at 11:00am due to mechanical 

problems. The compressors stopped working due to the mechanical issues. All afternoon 

programing was cancelled and Brad Oakes from Vermont Commercial Refrigeration was 

called in about the mechanical issues. They drained off excess oil in the system and 

brought the system back up, the ice was preserved and the rink re-open Monday for 

afternoon programing at 5:00pm. The system is still running with too much oil and Brad 

Oakes will continue to monitor and fix issues as they arise.   

 

Public Participation: None 

 

Minutes: Motion to approve the October 20, 2014 minutes was made by Ben Underhill 

and 2nded by Bonnie Carr, by a vote of 4-0 minutes were approved. Ricky Davidson 

abstained as he was not present at the meeting.  

 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

SKATEBOARD SITE SELECTION UPDATE:  Some member of the BASIC 

Committee have meet with Adam Hubbard at the suggested location in Living Memorial 

Park. Committee Members are working with Adam to develop a concept plan for the 

skate park. There is still a lot of work to be done, state agencies need to be contacted 

regarding bank stabilization and other environmental issues. They hope to have a concept 

plan before snow falls.   

 

WEST RIVER PARK UPDATE:  Carol has requested $50,000.00 from the Vermont 

Community Foundation, Withington Fund.  Ron Bell is working on a re-design of the 

snack bar/restroom building, which will be put out for a re-bid to be completed as a 

spring project. To date 48 bricks have been sold.  

 



POOL ENGINEERING SERVICES:  Improvements to the pool will cost $400,000.00 

and have been included in the new budget, but funds may not make it through budget 

cuts. 

 

SENIOR CENTER:  Jessy has applied to the Thompson Trust to match funds from the 

Ray Riddle Trust, the funds if received will be used to make improvements to the carpet 

and installing wainscoting on the half wall by the back door. The Senior Center window 

quilts were replaced on October 30th.  The Board had a discussion about letting the 

community know that a legacy can be left to the Senior Center. 

   

GIBSON AIKEN CENTER:  Fire exit doors in the back of the building were replaced 

and the project came in under budget. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

PROGRAM REPORT: 

 Horrible Parade had 150 participants. 

 Rec Trac reports show that enrollment for programs is low, but gymnastics 

enrollment is up.  

 We are using Facebook and e-mail to reach out participants to try and 

increase enrollment.  

 Santa’s visit is scheduled for December 6th.  

 The Senior Center Thanksgiving lunch is schedule for November 20th.  

 A Holiday meal in the Senior Center sponsored by Senator Sanders is 

scheduled for December 20th.  

 Carol and Jessy will be holding a cell phone and i-pad/tablet education for 

seniors on November 17th.  

 Windham Walkers program is interested in snow shoeing during the 

winter, Jessy is looking into acquiring snow shoes for the group. 

 Chief Fitzgerald from the police department will be attending lunch in the 

Senior Center on December 3rd. If the lunch is well attended it may be 

continued on a quarterly basis.  

 

DOG PARK:  Carol spoke with the Vermont League of Cities and Towns about the 

suggested site. The League provide a list of suggestions that will help with the planning 

of a Dog Park. Board member Bob Neubauer who was not present at the meeting 

expressed his concerns to Carol regarding not being in favor of the Dog Park.  When 

Renee and Sam looked at the area they felt it was small, but may not have looked at the 

full area. Ben Underhill made a motion to go forward with a recommendation to endorse 

the project as presented, it was seconded by Renee Woliver. After a brief discussion the 

motion was re-worded to go forward with a recommendation to the Selectboard to 

endorse the project as it was presented by the citizens group, the Board voted 4-1 in favor 

of the motion.     

 

BUDGET:  Carol gave Board Members a copy of the Capital Plan through 2023. The 

General Fund Budget has been submitted with an increase of approximately $5000.00 for 

electricity, water and sewer.  Carol has been asked by the Selectboard to submit budgets 



that include a 1% and 2% cuts.  Carol has been meeting a member of the Selectboard, 

Finance and the interim Town Manager to look at direct and in-direct expenses for all 

programs offered by the Recreation & Parks Department.   

 

SKI-SKATE SALE: The Ski, Skate sale results were very good this year. We took in 

586 items and had $7300.00 in gross sales. The event was very well attended by the 

community.  

 

BOARD MEMBERS:  We are still looking for Board Members anyone interested 

should contact the Town Managers office.  

 

NEXT MEETING: The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, December 8th at 

6:00p.m. 

 

ADJOURNMENT:  Motion to adjourn by Sam Rowley, 2nded by Renee Woliver at 

7:15 p.m.  

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Kim Isaacsen 

Kim Isaacsen, Administrative Assistant 


