
 

 

Brattleboro Design Review Committee  

Tuesday, June 1, 2016  

Minutes 

 
  

Design Review Committee: Barbara George, Teo Senni, Mary McLoughlin, Robin Renzoni-Sweetapple 
(arrived at 12:10) 
Staff: Sue Fillion, Brian Bannon 
Public: Fire Chief Mike Bucossi, Assistant Fire Chief Pete Lynch, Maya Hasegawa 
 

1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 12 noon. 
 
2. Review and Approve Minutes of previous meeting. 
B. George moved approval of the minutes with amendments; T. Senni seconded. Pass 3-0. 
 
3. Review of Development Proposals  
 

2016-81 Town of Brattleboro for Brattleboro School District; Village Center District; request for 
Historic District Review to construct a new, larger fire station (4415 sq. ft.) with associated 
site improvements adjacent to the existing station after which the existing fire station will 
be demolished at 16 South Street, Brattleboro; Tax Map Parcels #245117.000 & 
#245117.010  

 
R. Sweetapple recused herself from this issue noting that she is the Chair of the Police-Fire Facilities 
Committee. She remained in the room for the conversation.   
 
There was a discussion of the project with it noted that this is a new building in a new location on the 
site. B. George referred to the guidelines and noted that the DRC is charged with ensuring that the 
materials, massing, rhythm conform to the district. 
 
T. Senni questioned whether grey was an appropriate color. S. Fillion advised that the architect 
recommended grey as it is such a large building that white would be too stark.  
 
B. George felt that the cupola was unnecessary as it is associated with barns and doesn’t add to the 
civic architecture. It was noted that there are several barns in the village. R. Sweetapple said that they 
are historically appropriate as they were used for drying hoses. M. McLoughlin stated that she is not 
usually a fan of dead spaces but felt that it would be okay because otherwise the building might look 
like a big garage. 
 
B. George objected to the square windows on the building as they are out of character with the historic 
district. T. Senni agreed. B. George noted that this isn’t the purview of the DRC but felt that it was too 
bad that the door to the decon room is not the main entrance. Chief Bucossi advised that this door 
allows firefighters direct entrance to the room from the outdoors and the location of the public 
entrance is intentional to keep the public away from the truck apron. T. Senni felt that it would be 
better to locate the door to the decon room towards the bays. Asst. Chief Lynch advised that the front 
entrance faces the parking lot so in that sense it makes sense.   
 



 

 

There was discussion of the bike rack and trash bins which are sited adjacent to the truck apron. It was 
agreed that these should be relocated.  
 
T. Senni recommended against using red maple trees in the landscaping, noting that they can require 
expensive tree work in the future. He suggested that sugar maples would fit well with the area.  
 
B. George felt that the door on the east elevation will be visible and it would be nice if it could be more 
traditional in design. As planned, it looks very industrial and this is a residential area.  
 
The shade of grey was discussed. T. Senni felt that if the grey was lighter than shown in the plans it 
could be appropriate. M. McLoughlin felt that since that the village is not dense, different colors is 
appropriate. Chief Bucossi recalled that it will be “Cape Cod Gray.”  
 
There was further discussion of the cupola. Chief Bucossi spoke to the importance of having the 
building stand out because it is a place people seek out for help. There was discussion about changing 
the shape of the cupola or making it look more like a bell tower moved further forward on the roof. B. 
George suggested low-level lighting so it works like a lantern. 
 
The recommendations that should be included in a letter were summarized as follows: 

 Square windows are inconsistent with the village 

 The door on the eastern façade should look less industrial as it is visible to the public and 
should be in keeping with the residential feel of the village 

 The door on the northern elevation should be relocated as it is visible to the public  

 There is concern over the size and location of the cupola. It should look like a place that people 
should go to so it needs a distinguishing feature on the peak in the front, the cupola might not 
be the appropriate feature.  

 Consideration should be given to replacing the red maples with another type of maple. 

 The bike parking and trash bins should be relocated. Consideration should be given to using 
landscaping to screen the trash bin so that it is a softer against a large building. 

 Grey is an acceptable paint color. It will fit in better with the village if is lighter than the grey 
shown on the drawings. 
 

B. George moved to have staff draft a letter of recommendation to the DRB; seconded by T. Senni. Pass 
3-0.  
 
B. George suggested that the beginning of the letter reference what the DRC is charged with looking at.  
 
4.  Administrative Matters and New Business  
S. Fillion shared information about the Whetstone Brook design charrette. B. George noted that BCTV 
may have a talk about the history of development on the Whetstone in their archives.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 1:00 PM. 
 

 

 

 

 


