
DRAFT minutes 
Town of Brattleboro Finance Committee 
 
January 12, 2016 
4:00 p.m. 
 
Minutes by Paula Melton, Recording Clerk 
 
Attending 
Paula Melton, Recording Clerk 
Franz Reichsman, Chair 
 
The meeting opened at 4:05 p.m. and adjourned at 5:04 p.m. 
 
Deliberations 

• Franz shared updates on the Selectboard’s positions on the police and fire 
projects.  

• Paula asked whether the board had discussed the issue of life-cycle costs. 
No, said Franz, but they had discussed the idea of rental income from 
tenants who might wish to inhabit the second floor of the Municipal 
Building. 

• We again discussed the issue of idling police cars and considered asking 
the Police Chief to consider alternatives, including backup batteries for 
running equipment. 

• We discussed whether to recommend that Representative Town Meeting 
fund only one police cruiser this year. 

• Paula shared draft recommendations she had put together on the BUHS 
#6 budget, which has been approved by the BUHS board. We will discuss 
further at our January 27 meeting. 

 
 
Action Items 

• Franz and Paula will tour the police department before the next meeting. 
• Paula will attend the Town school board budget meeting and ask 

questions to inform our analysis and recommendations. 
• Paula will bring recommendations on the school budgets to the January 27 

meeting. 
• Paula will also bring suggested wording for a press release or other 

statement reminding both voters and RTMs to attend the BUHS budget 



meeting in February, so it can be finalized and approved at the January 27 
meeting. 

• Paula will work on getting the Finance Committee on the agenda for all 
informational meetings. 

• Franz will bring draft recommendations January 27 on the Town budget 
and, if possible and relevant, the police & fire projects. 

 
 
Decisions 

• The committee decided to meet on January 27 to finalize the wording of 
our recommendations on the BUHS #6 budget. 

• We will discuss the Town school budget January 27 and continue drafting 
recommendations at the meeting. 

• We will discuss the Town budget January 27 and continue drafting 
recommendations. 

• We will decide January 27 whether to make a recommendation about 
Accelerated Merger under Act 46. 

	  


