
 
Town of Brattleboro Finance Committee 
 
February 22, 2016 
4:00 p.m. 
 
Minutes by Paula Melton, Recording Clerk 
 
Attending 
Paula Melton, Recording Clerk 
Franz Reichsman, Chair 
John Wilmerding 
 
Two guests joined us during parts of the meeting: 
Mike Corbeil 
Patrick Moreland, Assistant Town Manager 
 
The meeting opened at 4:03 p.m. and adjourned at 6:10 p.m. 
 
Deliberations 

• Our guest, Mike Corbeil, told us about how he helped form the finance 
committee during his time on the Selectboard, and how the police & fire 
project had been discussed for at least 27 years. 

• Mike also expressed that he felt the police should not share a building 
with The Reformer. 

• Franz presented his draft of recommendations on the police & fire 
projects. The committee suggested minor edits and also discussed: 

o Whether any bond payments would come due during fiscal year 
2017 (FY17) 

o Whether to include further information about the cost of further 
delays (Franz agreed to add a sentence about this) 

o Whether the project could begin in 2016 (Patrick Moreland joined 
us briefly and said he knew no reason why the project could not 
start immediately) 

o What would happen if Special Town Meeting votes “no” on the 
Black Mountain Road version of the project (Consensus was that 
we would revert to the renovation & addition that has prior 
approval by Town Meeting) 



• Franz presented his draft of recommendations on the Town budget. The 
committee proposed minor edits. 

• Paula presented her draft of recommendations on the Brattleboro Town 
School District budget. The committee discussed this document at length, 
including: 

o Whether we will recommend  
 
Action Items 

• Paula will send all recommendations to Town Meeting Members.  
• Paula will send all recommendations to the media. 
• Franz will talk to the Town Meeting Moderator about authorizing mid-

year appointments. 
 

Decisions 
• Paula moved (John seconded) to approve the police & fire building project 

recommendations, with editorial changes. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

• John moved (Franz seconded) to approve the Town budget 
recommendations, with editorial changes. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

• Franz moved (Paula seconded) to approve the Town school budget 
recommendations, with editorial changes. Franz and Paula voted in favor; 
John recused himself. 


