
TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMITTEE  
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2015 

SELECTBOARD MEETING ROOM – 2:30PM 
MINUTES 

 
Members present:  Town Manager Peter B. Elwell, Fire Chief Mike Bucossi, Public Works Director Steve 
Barrett, Police Lt. Robert Kirkpatrick, Planning Director Rod Francis, Chamber of Commerce 
Representative Leo Schiff, Citizen Representative Robert Immler, and School Representative Betsy 
Gentile. 
 
Selectboard representative present:  David Gartenstein. 
 
Other staff members present:  Assistant Town Manager Patrick Moreland and Highway/Utilities 
Superintendent Hannah O’Connell.   
 
Others present:  Dale Joy Fisher, Prudence MacKinney, Matt Mann (from Windham Regional 
Commission), Kathleen White, Jason Van Driesche (from Local Motion), Alice Charkes, Terry Carter, and 
others who did not sign the attendance sheet. 
 
Town Manager Peter Elwell called the meeting to order at 2:32pm.  He introduced himself to the 
Committee as this was his first meeting after taking the Town Manager position.  He said that he was 
appreciative of the safety improvement concerns and efforts brought by the community and committee 
members over the past several years.  He spoke of some organizational matters, including possibly 
moving the meeting times in the future to the afternoon, and said the matter would be discussed at a later 
meeting.   
 
Approve Minutes – December 23, 2014. 

MOTION BY BETSY GENTILE, AND SECONDED BY MIKE BUCOSSI, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES 
FROM DECEMBER 23, 2014.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

Public Participation – Terry Carter asked Public Works Director Barrett for an update on the use of the 
portable radar speedometer.  Barrett said that portable speed signs were placed at several locations at 
various times but were battery-operated and not able to be used in the cold weather.  He said that 
information would continue to be compiled when the devices were operational. 

Proposed Collaboration with Local Motion through VTrans Safety Action Plan Grant – Jason Van 
Driesche from Local Motion in attendance.  Elwell introduced Jason Van Driesche, from Local Motion 
located in Burlington, and spoke about a program funded by the Vermont Department of Transportation 
(VTrans) with collaboration through Local Motion to create bike and pedestrian safety action plans in five 
communities within the State.  He said that the scope of the program could be tailored specifically for the 
Town in order to strengthen the Town’s existing Traffic Calming Plan and address efforts already being 
considered and implemented.  Jason Van Driesche, Director of Advocacy and Education at Local Motion, 
said that the organization’s mission was to help communities become great places to walk and bike 
safely.  He said that Local Motion secured a contract last year with VTrans to work with five communities 
in the State over the next two years to help improve safety for people walking and biking.  He spoke in 
detail about the program, including implementing a scoring system to identify and address significant 
priorities with walk/bike safety issues, assist in development of walk/bike safety action plans, and 
implementing an action process to improve the areas of concerns.  He said that Brattleboro was 
recognized as a place with energy and commitment to bike/ped safety with a strong foundation already in 
place on which to build.  He said that Local Motion would also assist in locating and requesting grant 
opportunities and other assistance in the implementation of specific safety actions.   There was much 
discussion by the committee and members of the public in attendance, including forming a plan that 
addresses efforts already being made by the Committee and Town, the existing Traffic Action Plan, 
tailoring the Local Motion plan to fit Brattleboro, and incorporating already known areas of concern into 
the program rather than creating new ones.  Elwell recommended that the Committee endorse 
collaborating with Local Motion, the development of a MOU, and to bring the matter before the Committee 
again at the April or May meeting. 
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MOTION BY LEO SCHIFF, AND SECONDED BY BETSY GENTILE, THAT THE TRAFFIC SAFETY 
COMMITTEE ENDORSE THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE TOWN MANAGER AND GO FORWARD 
WITH THE COLLABORATION WITH LOCAL MOTION.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

Monthly Report on Pedestrian and Bicycle Incidents – Police Lt. Robert Kirkpatrick reported that since 
January 1 there had been 128 motor vehicle accidents without any personal injuries, 8 with personal 
injuries, none involving bicyclists, and 2 involving pedestrians (1 without injuries and 1 with injuries).  He 
said the location of the pedestrian accident with injuries took place in the crosswalk on Putney Road at 
the intersection of North Street, and the accident without injuries took place on Main Street at High Street.  
There was no discussion. 

Sidewalk Plowing (a topic for a future meeting) – Elwell said that he would ask the Committee to have an 
in depth discussion at a later date to talk about the sidewalk plowing route and requests made by 
residents on Frost Street.  There was some discussion about pedestrians walking in the streets and such 
requests being made at the end of a snowy season.  Van Driesche said that Katelin Brewer-Colie from 
Local Motion was speaking to other groups about best practices on winter biking and walking.  He offered 
that she may be available to provide such a presentation at a later meeting.   
 
Other Business – None. 
 
There was no further business. 
 
MOTION BY DAVID GARTENSTEIN TO ADJOURN AT 3:20PM.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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