
BRATTLEBORO TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2014 

8:30AM – SELECTBOARD MEETING ROOM 
MINUTES 

 
Members present:  Interim Town Manager Patrick Moreland, Planning Services Director Rod Francis, 
Police Chief Gene Wrinn, Public Works Director Steve Barrett, School Representative Betsy Gentile, 
Chamber Representative Leo Schiff, and Citizen Representative Robert Immler. 
 
Selectboard representative present:  David Gartenstein. 
 
Other staff members present:  Highway/Utilities Superintendent Hannah O’Connell.   
 
Others present:  David Walter, Terry A. Carter, and others who did not sign the attendance sheet. 
 
Interim Town Manager Moreland called the meeting to order at 8:30am.   
 
MOTION BY BETSY GENTILE, AND SECONDED BY LEO SCHIFF, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES 
FROM JANUARY 28, 2014 AS PRESENTED.  MOTION CARRIED BY MAJORITY (BARRETT 
ABSTAINED). 
 
Public Participation – Terry Carter said that after the last meeting she had a productive conversation with 
Gartenstein, and she requested that the record contain her appreciation that she was allowed to continue 
to probe and disagree through dialog.  She also wanted on the record her continued concern about safety 
issues on Putney Road from The Common northward, and she asked about the budget process 
concerning the speedometer to be erected in that area.  There was a brief discussion by the Committee 
on the budget procedure at Representative Town Meeting. 
 
Gartenstein spoke about a daily traffic flow problem at the intersection of Main and High Streets when the 
strobe light was activated.  He said that the traffic light skipped cycles and traffic was not allowed to turn 
left onto Main Street from High Street so traffic backs up on High Street.  He said that as a consequence, 
cars would run the red light and create safety problems for other cars and pedestrians.  Barrett said that 
he would look into the mechanics of the traffic light.  There was a brief discussion by the Committee.  
 
Loading Zones – Main Street, Elliot Street.  Moreland said that recently he met with the new Director of 
Building a Better Brattleboro (BaBB), Jacob Roberts, to discuss loading zones on Main Street.  Roberts 
said that he was in the process of sending a survey out to Main Street business owners and would 
include questions about downtown loading zones.  Moreland said that he expected to have the results of 
the survey by the next meeting and would report those results to the Committee at that time.  David 
Walter, owner of the DF Walter Jewelry Store on Main Street, was present.  He said that he would meet 
with Jake Roberts to discuss the matter. 
 
Sidewalk Plowing – Review Sidewalk Plowing Map, Discussion.  Barrett reviewed the history of the 
sidewalk plowing routes, reasons for the various routes, and personnel, equipment and materials used for 
sidewalk plowing in the past and present.  He provided and discussed a sidewalk plow route map and 
said that currently 14 miles of sidewalk were plowed.  He said that the process to amend the routes 
started by a specific request to the Traffic Safety Committee who then could make a recommendation to 
the Selectboard.  He said that some criteria considered in determining sidewalk plowing routes contained 
largest population with consideration to schools and walking routes into town.   
 
There was substantial discussion by the Committee about sidewalk plowing in general and the specific 
request to plow the sidewalk in the Cedar Street, Acorn Lane, Myrtle Street, and Western Avenue area.  
There was also discussion about the density of children in the area, amount and speed of traffic on Cedar 
Street, number of traffic stops on Cedar Street, and safety of pedestrians, as well as the previous request 
to plow the sidewalk on Cedar Street on an interim/emergency basis.  There was much discussion about 
priorities and process.  Gentile clarified that her previous request was to focus on clearing crosswalks at 
Cedar Street and Western Avenue, not the neighborhood sidewalks.  She also spoke about safe foot 
travel for children around schools.  Barrett explained the difference between sidewalk plowing, including 
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some elements and timeframe, and sidewalks being cleared during the snow removal process after large 
storms.  
 
MOTION BY DAVID GARTENSTEIN, AND SECONDED BY STEVE BARRETT, THAT THE TRAFFIC 
SAFETY COMMITTEE RECOMMEND TO THE SELECTBOARD THAT THE SNOW PLOW ROUTE BE 
EXPANDED TO INCLUDE CEDAR STREET TO MYRTLE STREET ON THE EAST SIDE OF THE 
ROAD. 
 
Francis offered a friendly amendment that the Selectboard also adjust the budget to allow for the cost to 
plow the extra length. There was a substantial discussion about the cost in money, time, equipment and 
materials to include the additional length, whether cutbacks could be made in other areas of the sidewalk 
plow route, and priorities in determining the route.  There was also discussion about the pedestrian use 
on Maple Street from Austine School to Living Memorial Park.  The Committee asked to see a revised 
map showing the difference between the sidewalk plowing map and the removal of snow on sidewalks 
during the snow removal process.  Gartenstein accepted the friendly amendment and restated his motion. 
 
AMENDED MOTION BY DAVID GARTENSTEIN, AND SECONDED BY STEVE BARRETT, THAT THE 
TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMITTEE RECOMMEND TO THE SELECTBOARD THAT THE SNOW PLOW 
ROUTE BE EXPANDED TO INCLUDE CEDAR STREET TO MYRTLE STREET ON THE EAST SIDE 
OF THE ROAD WITH A CORRESPONDING BUDGET ADJUSTMENT TO PAY FOR THE ADDITIONAL 
COST.  MOTION CARRIED BY MAJORITY (BARRETT OPPOSED).  
 
Traffic Calming Plan Safety Action Request Forms 
 
(a)  No Parking Sign on Speno Court – Review Ordinance, Pictures, Maps.  Moreland said that the matter 
was discussed at the last meeting but the Committee asked for additional information.  O’Connell 
discussed parking ordinances and showed pictures of Speno Court and cars parked on it.  Barrett 
discussed the width of Speno Court, amount of parking available on the street, parking lots for the two 
apartment buildings on the corner, and reports to the police about parking incidents in that area.  He said 
that it would be nearly impossible for fire trucks to enter onto the street and to turn.  There was discussion 
by the Committee about parking on the street, parking for the apartment buildings, parking for the private 
residences further down the street, limited space, the DRB permit recently issued, reconfiguring parking 
at the apartment buildings, and whether to restrict or eliminate parking on the street.  It was agreed that 
the Committee would discuss the matter at its next meeting and invite the residents to the discussion.  
Gartenstein suggested that the Town Manager’s office send letters to residents on Speno Court informing 
them that the Committee would consider at its next meeting whether to restrict or eliminate parking on all 
or a portion of Speno Court.  Francis said that he would speak with the Zoning Administrator as to the 
status of the DRB permit. 
 
Western Avenue and Union Hill Intersection – Design Update.  Barrett spoke about past engineering 
concepts and proposal for the intersection.  O’Connell said that a Request for Proposal (RFP) for an 
engineering design was recently issued and last week the Selectboard awarded the bid to Holden 
Engineering.  She said that Holden Engineering would provide new engineering plans which may or may 
not contain elements from the past proposals.  She said that a new RFP was issued to comply with grant 
requirements.  There was discussion about the intersection, grant, public meetings, and timeline for 
engineering services and construction.   
 
Monthly Report on Pedestrian and Bicycle Incidents – Chief Wrinn reported that there had been 69 motor 
vehicle stops on Cedar Street since the first of the year, that there were no pedestrian accidents in town, 
no bicycle accidents, and 71 reported accidents with 5 reporting injuries.  There was a brief discussion. 
 
There was no further business. 

MOTION BY DAVID GARTENSTEIN, AND SECONDED BY BETSY GENTILE, AT 9:50PM TO 
ADJOURN.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
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