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TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMITTEE  
THURSDAY, MARCH 17, 2016 

SELECTBOARD MEETING ROOM – 4:00PM 
MINUTES 

 
 
Members present:  Town Manager Peter Elwell, Fire Chief Mike Bucossi, Planning Director Rod Francis, 
Police Chief Mike Fitzgerald, Chamber Representative Leo Schiff, and Citizen Representative Louise 
Zak. 
 
Other staff members present:  Police Captain Mark Carignan. 
 
Others present:  Emma Owings, Terry A. Carter, Prudence MacKinney, Alice Charkes, and others who 
did not sign the attendance sheet. 
 
Town Manager Peter Elwell called the meeting to order at 4:05pm.   
 
Approve Minutes – January 21, 2016 

Elwell asked if anyone had corrections to the January 21 minutes.  Terry Carter pointed out that she 
corrected the speed limit on Putney Road near the Harris Avenue intersection in the monthly report on 
traffic data collection, and the correction was not reflected in the minutes.  She also clarified that at times 
when she made suggestions, her intent was to inspire creative and open conversation.  There was 
conversation by the Committee on the amended wording for the January 21 minutes. 

MOTION BY ROD FRANCIS, AND SECONDED BY LEO SCHIFF, TO AMEND THE MINUTES FROM 
JANUARY 21, 2016 AS FOLLOWS:  UNDER “TRAFFIC DATA COLLECTION” IT SHOULD READ,  
“TERRY CARTER POINTED OUT THAT THE SPEED LIMIT AT THIS LOCATION ON PUTNEY ROAD 
IS 25 MPH, RATHER THAN 30.  HANNAH SAID THAT REPRESENTATIVES FROM HOLTON HOME 
REQUESTED A PEDESTRIAN CROSSING SIGNAL TO CROSS WESTERN AVENUE AND WOULD 
BE PRESENT AT THE NEXT MEETING TO DISCUSS IT.”  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

Public Participation - None. 

Holton Home – Request for Push Button Pedestrian Signal, Western Avenue.  Emma Owings, Site 
Director at Holton Home, was present to discuss the possibility of adding a pushbutton pedestrian signal 
on the crosswalk from the Holton Home across Western Avenue to the church.  She spoke about the 
difficulties of patients at Holton trying to cross the street and the site difficulties due to parked cars on the 
street near the crosswalk.  Elwell agreed that such devices were useful to alert the driving traffic about 
crossing public but cautioned about the location and possible overuse of the devices.  He read an e-mail 
from Matt Mann, from Windham Regional Commission, who expressed concerns about safety of the 
pedestrians, complying with the Traffic Safety Plan, obtaining required data such as existing pedestrian 
demand, site distance, length of crosswalk, the neighborhood, and existing sign assemblies.  He 
suggested that other options may also be considered.  There was discussion by the Committee about 
safety of the pedestrians being paramount, mid-block location of the crosswalk, long stretch of road 
where driving speeds increase, disinclination of drivers to notice pedestrians in that area, consideration of 
the Traffic Calming Plan, and the large volume of vehicles on that road per day.  Elwell suggested adding 
the matter to next month’s agenda so that the Public Works Director, Highway/Utilities Superintendent 
and/or Matt Mann could be present to speak to the matter.  The Committee agreed to add the Holton 
Home and Brattleboro Retreat requests for pedestrian crossing signals to the April 5 agenda.  

Monthly Report on Pedestrian and Bicycle Incidents – Police Chief Fitzgerald reported that since the last 
Traffic Safety Committee meeting there had been 56 motor vehicle accidents, 4 with minor personal 
injuries, and 1 with a pedestrian.  He said that the pedestrian was running at 6:30pm on Thursday, 
February 25 and when crossing the road was clipped by a car.  He said the incident was not located in a 
crosswalk and no citations were issued.  There was a brief discussion by the Committee. 
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Monthly Report on Traffic Data Collection - None. 

Free Parking Meter in Front of Brooks Memorial Library – Update and Discussion.  Elwell said that 
Assistant Town Manager Moreland provided a memo which had been distributed to the Committee 
addressing the changes discussed to the parking meter in front of the Library in order to provide for free 
15 minute parking.  He said that the cost to provide specialized meter heads in front of the Library, and to 
all of the similar areas specified in the Ordinances, would be prohibitive.  Elwell suggested removing the 
meter by the Library and installing a sign that indicated a free parking space with a limit of 15 minutes, 
and he asked if the Committee would agree to that arrangement.  The Committee agreed to the change 
without further discussion. 

Traffic Calming Plan Safety Action Items 
(a) Pedestrian Button at Anna Marsh Lane and Linden Street in Partnership with Brattleboro Retreat.  
During the previous discussion pertaining to installation of a pedestrian crossing button near Holton 
Home, this matter was agreed to be rescheduled to the April 21 meeting. 

Collaboration with Local Motion – Final Draft of Revised Traffic Calming Plan.  Katelin Brewer-Colie, from 
Local Motion, was present by telephone.  Zak asked about the proposed change in the title from “Traffic 
Calming Plan” to “Street and Sidewalk Safety Policy,” and she spoke of differences between “plans” and 
“policies.”  Elwell responded that the revised policy incorporated more than traffic calming measures and 
the title was changed to more accurately reflect the spirit of the document.  There was much discussion. 

MOTION BY LOUISE ZAK, AND SECONDED BY ROD FRANCIS, TO KEEP “TRAFFIC CALMING 
PLAN” AS THE NAME OF THE NEW DOCUMENT.  MOTION WAS DEFEATED 2-4 (SCHIFF AND 
ZAK IN FAVOR; FRANCIS, BUCOSSI, FITZGERALD AND ELWELL OPPOSED). 

There was further discussion. 

MOTION BY LOUISE ZAK TO NAME THE DOCUMENT “STREET AND SIDEWALK SAFETY PLAN.”  
THERE WAS NO SECOND TO THE MOTION.  ZAK WITHDREW THE MOTION. 

The committee continued to discuss the content of the document.  Several corrections and revisions were 
discussed, some of which were accepted.  Zak offered to submit grammatical corrections to be included 
in the final document.  There was additional discussion about the flow chart regarding the Safety Action 
Request Procedure, and the Committee approved the chart as presented.  The Committee agreed to 
finalize the document after the revisions as discussed were incorporated into the Policy. 

MOTION BY MIKE BUCOSSI, AND SECONDED BY ROD FRANCIS, TO ENDORSE THE POLICY IN 
THE FORM AS PRESENTED, WITH FINAL CORRECTIONS TO BE SUBMITTED AND INCLUDED, 
AND BE PRESENTED TO THE SELECTBOARD FOR APPROVAL.  MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 

Other Business 
Zak inquired whether this committee was the appropriate venue to discuss the recent traffic study taken 
on Main Street in connection with the Selectboard’s discussion about downtown traffic lights.  Elwell said 
that the matter was brought to the Selectboard and the Board requested the traffic study.  He said that the 
Board would re-consider the matter in June, and it was certainly appropriate for this Committee to discuss 
and comment on the study prior to then.  The Committee agreed to discuss the matter at its next meeting.  
 
Zak also asked about the purpose of the aerial drone that was recently cited flying over Linden Street.  
Members from Town staff indicated they were not aware of the drone and Chief Fitzgerald spoke briefly 
about FAA concerns being centered around airports and not smaller, municipal settings. 
 
There was no further business. 
 
ELWELL ADJOURNED THE MEETING AT 5:30PM. 
 


