
	  
Approved	  Minutes	  
Town	  of	  Brattleboro	  Finance	  Committee	  
	  
April	  11,	  2016	  
5:00	  PM	  
	  
Minutes	  by	  Maya	  Hasegawa,	  acting	  as	  clerk	  	  
	  
Attending	  
	  	  
Franz	  Reichsman,	  Chair	  
Carrie	  Storm	  
Avery	  Schwenk	  
Ralph	  Meima	  
Maya	  Hasegawa	  
	  
Paula	  Melton	  did	  not	  attend	  due	  to	  illness.	  
	  
The	  meeting	  opened	  at	  4:56	  PM	  and	  adjourned	  at	  6:03	  PM.	  
	  
Introductions	  
	  
	   The	  members	  of	  the	  committee	  introduced	  themselves.	  
	  
Deliberations	  
	  
	   Operating	  Rules:	  	  Franz	  described	  the	  way	  the	  Committee	  had	  made	  
decisions	  in	  the	  past.	  	  It	  was	  agreed	  that	  except	  when	  required	  (approval	  of	  the	  
minutes,	  adoption	  of	  final	  reports,	  and	  adjournment)	  that	  the	  Committee	  would	  
operated	  by	  consensus	  with	  Robert’s	  Rules	  of	  Order	  as	  a	  fall	  back	  if	  necessary.	  
	  
	   Election	  of	  Officers:	  
	   	   Franz	  Reichsman	  was	  elected	  Chair.	  
	   	   Paula	  Melton	  was	  elected	  Clerk.	  
	  
	   Approval	  of	  the	  Minutes:	  
	   	   It	  was	  moved	  by	  Avery	  and	  seconded	  by	  Carrie	  that	  the	  minutes	  of	  the	  
February	  22,	  1016	  meeting	  be	  approved.	  	  The	  motion	  passed	  unanimously.	  
	  
	   Review	  of	  the	  Vermont	  Open	  Meeting	  Law:	  
	   	   Franz	  distributed	  copies	  of	  the	  law	  and	  the	  sections	  related	  to	  notice,	  
discussion	  outside	  of	  the	  formal	  meeting,	  and	  email	  correspondence	  were	  discussed.	  
	  
	   	  

Duties	  of	  the	  Committee:	  



	   Franz	  reviewed	  the	  responsibilities	  of	  the	  Committee:	  	  The	  Town	  
Budget,	  Town	  School	  Budget,	  and	  the	  High	  School	  Budget.	  	  There	  was	  a	  discussion	  of	  
the	  impact	  of	  Act	  46.	  

	  
Projects:  	  

1) Selectboard	  and	  Town	  School	  Board	  Compensation	  –	  The	  
Finance	  Committee	  had	  agreed	  at	  the	  2016	  Representative	  
Town	  Meeting	  to	  undertake	  a	  study	  and	  develop	  
recommendations	  for	  the	  2017	  Representative	  Town	  
Meeting.	  	  After	  some	  discussion	  Avery	  and	  Maya	  agreed	  to	  
begin	  to	  identify	  resources.	  	  For	  the	  next	  meeting,	  Maya	  will	  
research	  what	  information	  the	  Vermont	  Superintendent’s	  
group	  might	  have	  and	  Avery	  will	  begin	  interviewing	  
Selectboard	  members	  about	  workload	  and	  compensation.	  

2) Human	  Service	  Agency	  Allocations	  –	  Ralph	  raised	  the	  
question	  as	  to	  whether	  the	  Town	  was	  providing	  enough	  
support	  given	  the	  growing	  poverty	  in	  the	  Town.	  	  Carrie	  
asked	  if	  we	  knew	  the	  money	  provided	  was	  going	  to	  assist	  
Brattleboro	  residents.	  	  It	  was	  agreed	  that	  Carrie	  will	  ask	  
Emilie	  Kornheiser	  to	  come	  to	  our	  next	  meeting.	  

3) Vehicle	  Procurement	  Process	  –	  Franz	  will	  begin	  to	  explore	  
what	  current	  policy	  is	  and	  what	  changes	  can	  be	  made.	  
	  

Next	  Meeting	  Dates	  
	  
	   May	  11,	  2016	  at	  5	  PM	  
	   June	  8,	  2016	  at	  5	  PM	  
	  
The	  meeting	  was	  adjourned	  at	  6:03	  PM.	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	   	   	  
	  
	  


