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TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMITTEE  
TUESDAY, JUNE 23, 2015 

SELECTBOARD MEETING ROOM – 8:30AM 
MINUTES 

 
Members present:  Town Manager Peter B. Elwell, Fire Chief Mike Bucossi, Public Works Director Steve 
Barrett, Police Captain Mark Carignan, and Chamber of Commerce Representative Leo Schiff. 
 
Selectboard representative present:  Donna Macomber 
 
Other staff members present:  Assistant Town Manager Patrick Moreland and Highway/Utilities 
Superintendent Hannah O’Connell. 
 
Others present:  Prudence MacKinney, Alice Charkes, Terry A. Carter, and others who did not sign the 
attendance sheet. 
 
Town Manager Peter Elwell called the meeting to order at 8:33am.   
 
Approve Minutes – April 28, 2015. 

MOTION BY STEVE BARRETT, AND SECONDED BY MIKE BUCOSSI, TO APPROVE THE MINUTES 
FROM APRIL 28, 2015 AS PRESENTED.  MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

Public Participation – Terry Carter asked that the radar speedometer be installed on Putney Road to track 
traffic speeds in the area of Vermont Avenue during the summer months.  There was a brief discussion. 

Monthly Report on Pedestrian and Bicycle Incidents – Police Captain Carignan reported that in April there 
were 55 vehicle collisions, 6 of which resulted in injuries and 1 involved a pedestrian.  In May there were 
51 vehicle collisions, 4 of which resulted in injuries and 1 involved a bicycle.  He said that the bicyclist 
was traveling on the sidewalk on Oak Grove Avenue and at the intersection with Canal Street failed to 
stop and hit the side of a car that had stopped at the stop sign.  He said the bicyclist sustained only minor 
injuries.  Carignan reported that to-date in June there were 49 vehicle collisions, 3 of which resulted in 
injuries and none involved bicycles or pedestrians.  Elwell reported that on several occasions he 
experienced cars stopping for him while he waited at a crosswalk, and noted that such driver behavior 
had developed and improved over the years due, in part, to the efforts of the Committee.  

Safe Streets  – Report of Activities, Communications with Traffic Safety Committee.  Alice Charkes, a 
member of the Safe Streets group, provided the committee with an update of Safe Streets’ activities and 
meetings over the past few months.  She discussed the past and future distribution of reflective legbands 
for bicyclists and pedestrians and sidewalk stenciling on Main Street to promote pedestrian safety 
messages.  She discussed ways to promote Safe Streets in order to become more visible within the 
community, such as a string of people holding “pass with care” signs for drivers on Western Avenue, 
getting broadcast time on BCTV, and leading workshops.  She suggested adding information about Safe 
Streets, including meeting dates/time and minutes, on the Town website.  She suggested having more 
communications and sharing efforts between Safe Streets and the Traffic Safety Committee, including 
exchanging minutes from meetings and attending meetings for both groups.  There was a brief discussion 
about the differences and overlaps of the two groups and the advantages of maintaining communications 
and collaborations.   

Collaboration with Local Motion – Update and review of Memorandum of Understanding (MOU).  
Highway/Utilities O’Connell provided a brief update and reviewed the Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) and Scope of Work (SOW) regarding the collaborative project with Local Motion.  Elwell noted that 
the SOW presented to the Committee had been narrowed from the previously contemplated SOW due to 
time constraints on Local Motion, and that the amended SOW would allow for Local Motion to focus on 
the Town’s highest priority being the refinement of the Traffic Calming Plan.  There was no discussion by 
the Committee. 

MOTION BY MIKE BUCOSSI, AND SECONDED BY STEVE BARRETT, TO RECOMMEND TO THE 
SELECTBOARD THAT THE SCOPE OF WORK BE APPROVED SO THE COMMITTEE CAN MOVE 
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FORWARD AND FINALIZE TERMS WITH LOCAL MOTION AND BEGIN THE WORK.  MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

Elwell introduced Selectboard member Donna Macomber, who was recently appointed to the Traffic 
Safety Committee.   

Committee Meeting Schedule – Discussion, Third or Fourth Tuesday or Thursday at 8:00am.  Elwell said 
that the Committee previously discussed moving the date and time of the meetings in order to 
accommodate Committee members and competing schedules with participants from Safe Streets and 
members from the Department of Health.  He asked the Committee and participants to discuss possible 
days and times to schedule the recurring meetings.  After much discussion, it was decided that the 
Committee would meet on the fourth Thursday of each month and alternate meeting times each month 
between 8:00am and 4:00pm.  Elwell said that he would prepare a schedule for the next year and provide 
it to the committee. [NOTE:  BY SUBSEQUENT E-MAIL EXCHANGE, IT WAS AGREED THAT THE 
COMMITTEE WOULD MEET ON THE THIRD THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH.  SEE ATTACHED.] 

Other Business  - Schiff noted that the citizen representative seat on the Committee was vacant as of 
June 30.  He offered to relinquish his seat as representative for the Chamber of Commerce since he had 
no particular connection with the Chamber, and then apply for the citizen seat.  He said that the Chamber 
could then appoint someone to represent that organization’s interests.  There was no discussion.  Elwell 
said that the matter could be discussed at a later time after speaking with the Chamber. 
 
There was no further business. 
 
ELWELL ADJOURNED THE MEETING AT 9:10AM. 
 


