
                   Brattleboro Town Finance Committee 
 
                                               Minutes 

 
July 23, 2013                               4:30 PM                                 SB Meeting Room 
 
 
Present:   Committee Members Tim Cuthbertson, Lisa Lorimer, John Woodward, John Wilmerding, 
             Spoon Agave (Chair) 
Absent:   Committee Member Michael Bosworth 
 
 
1.  Call to order:  4:40 PM 
2.  Agenda:  P/F project; non-profits; listing sources; Pearce as guest; skating rink; next mtg 
3.  Approve minutes for 7/9/13:  MOTION to approve Cuth/Lori  no changes; PASSED 5-0 
4.  Announcements:  Additional heir to British Crown. Cuthbertson calls for inquiry 
 Strolling of the Heifers likely to become new owners of River Garden 
 Vt Comm College and Vt Tech College may join regional college consortium. 
 Joe Famolare died. 
5.  Police/Fire project 
 Agave seeking FC endorsement for seeking more information; differing expectations among 
 citizens about Advisory Committee charge.  Were they to be looking at different designs or   
 just, as they are, looking for efficiencies in the given project.  Agreement to dig a little deeper. 
 Agave will have more information by next meeting.  Will get reports from Advisory Comm. 
 
6.  Non-Profits:  Lorimer presented chart of selected non-profits showing revenues, expenses and  
 executive compensation. Payments-in-kind are just a tiny fraction of normal potential taxation. 
 Most exempt by state statute.  Some also receive small amounts from Town within Social  
 Services line item. Strong feeling for the need to inform the public.  Concern about a  
 backlash deemed insufficient to deter our intention.  Is there some sort of policy the town can 
 have?  
     TASK:  Cuthbertson will begin drafting this section for Annual Report.  Will co-ordinate with 
       Lorimer.  To include policy suggestions?  
 
7.  Listing sources:  Woodward suggested we set up place on our website to list names and links 
 to all the sources each of us use in our research.  General agreement.   
     TASK:  Woodward will put template online. 
 
8.  Invitation to Pearce:  Wilmerding suggests we invite State Treasurer Beth Pearce to speak to FC 
 about economic trends, state subsidies, borrowing, threats et al. General agreement. 
     TASK:  Agave will set up meeting.  
 
9.  Discussion of “transfer” payments:  Agave suggests they are even higher that believed. Definition: 
 ‘Income to persons for which no current services are performed, plus net insurance  

settlements.  Sum of government social benefits plus net current transfer rcpts from business. 
 

10. Skating Rink:  Cuthbertson seeking seat on rink review committee.  Would disclose his  
membership on FC and reporting intentions 

 
11.  Adjourn:  6:28 PM  
     



 


