
                      Brattleboro Town Finance Committee 
 
                                                 Minutes 
 
September 24, 2013                                  4:30 PM                                                      SB Mtg Room 
 
 
Present:  Committee members Michael Bosworth, Tim Cuthbertson, Spoon Agave (Chair) 
Absent:  Committee member Lisa Lorimer, John Wilmerding, John Woodward 
 
 
1.  Call to Order:  4:34 PM 
 
2.  Agenda Review:  add under new business - Schools, police contract  
 
3.  Approve minutes of Sept 10, 2013:  tabled, insufficient members for a quorum 
 
4.  Announcements:  Agave still reluctant to bring down people from Montpelier.  Does not feel we have  

enough to justify their time.  One or two questions only for each of five different departments.   
Suggests that those who wish should drive up in a car and make the rounds to each of the 
departments.  General agreement to drop invitations.  No conclusion about going there. 

 
5.  Indicators and Dashboard 
 We’re not making much progress.  One suggestion for choosing elements of dashboard:  what do  
  we want to tell the Town Meeting Reps? 
 Cost of maintaining town will keep taxes rising 
 Shall we suggest broadening municipal enterprise – e.g. municipally-owned fiber optic system 
 We still don’t have much certainty about what’s going on in town.  Is the town facing serious 
  problems?  What are they?  We don’t know how many people are overburdened by the 
  tax levy or in what ways they are effected. 
 We need to change the balance between the commercial and residential tax burden.   

More information about housing may help 
      
       TASK:  Agave will invite Bob Lyons (property manager), Bill Murray (real estate agent), Russ Rice 
  (town assessor) to our meeting on Oct 22 
 
6.  Energy:   

Debate about usefulness of knowing cost or amount consumed.  Different situations seem to  
  call for one or the other so we should develop a chart with both. 
 Stats on hand are from 2010.  Too dated. 
 Description of Wilmington program to set up revolving loan fund for energy audits 
  
       TASK:  Bosworth will contact Paul Cameron to see if there are more current stats and learn more 
  about Wilmington program 
 
7.  Police contract:  noted that there was no changes in pension benefits. 
 
       TASK:  Agave will ask Fin Dir O’Connor if actuarial table has been extended 
 
8.  Adjourn:  6:45 PM 



  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 
                                            


