
                   Brattleboro Town Finance Committee 
 
                                        Minutes 
 
October 8, 2013    4:30 PM      Hanna Cosman Mtg Rm 
 
 
Present:  Committee members Tim Cuthbertson, Michael Bosworth, Lisa Lorimer, Spoon Agave (Chair) 
Absent:  Committee members John Wilmerding, John Woodward 
Others:  John O’Connor, Finance Director 
 
1.  Call to order:  4:34 PM  
2. Agenda:  Town Finances, Energy, Police/Fire project 

3. Approve minutes of September 10th and 24th, 2013:  MOTION: to approve minutes 
–  PASSED 4-0 

4.  Announcements:  Agave and Lorimer appointed to citizen section of Town 
Manager.  Hiring Committee. Lorimer will decline.  

a. Third-hand information that Town Schools cutting winter ski outings 
5. Town Finances:  discussion with O’Connor – new accounting rules require that 

pension  
a. How or where will the offset for the pension liability be shown on the balance 

sheet.   
b. State pension plan (VPERS) is expected to require increased annual 

contribution from municipalities.  $5 – 6,000 range guessed. 
c. 24 police, 18 fire personnel currently enrolled.  Total combined employee and 

town        
d. contribution about $240,000/yr 

6. TASK:  Lorimer will work up spreadsheet on the annual prefund for health and  
i. pension benefits 

b. Question about how much Yankee closing might effect rooms and meals tax 
income. 

c. Noted that Planning Dept nearly doubled its income from fees 
d. Noted that delinquent taxes increased $150,000 to $500,000, up from 350k last 

year. Largely due to Omega.  Collection attempt ongoing. 
i. Policy recommendations to consider:  require loan recipients to keep 

taxes current. 
ii. Move property tax sales to earlier date to fall within same tax year. 

e. Ideas for reducing budget – 1) shrink P/F project  2) raise revenue 
f. Need to compare our department budgets with similar towns 

7.  Energy 
8. Adjourn:  6:40 PM 

 



 
 
 

 


