ADA Advisory Committee
Minutes
Friday, 9 November 2012

Meeting convened at 10:00AM with Whitney Nichols presiding as Chair.

Present: Whitney, Gary Snyder, Bob Sisler, Missy Boothroyd, Barbara Sondag, Candace Stoumen, Deb (ASL interpreter),
Geni Tamerattia, Liz Snyder. Guests: Harold Nadeau (VCIL supervisor), Mary Habig (CT River Transit), Melinda
Underwood (VT Assoc. of Blind & Visually Impaired- Park Place, Bratt)

Absent: Leah Stuart
Whitney read the Rules of Conduct; no texting during the meeting, etc.

Review of the Minutes from October. No corrections made. Motion made by Bob to accept ; 2™ by Gary; all approved.
Minutes were accepted.

Barb (Town Manager) explained that the Selectboard has invited this committee to attend and give a presentation at
one of their meetings in December; 4™ or 18", Whitney accepted this invitation.

Missy asked Barb if an ASL interpreter could be permanently provided for every Selectboard meeting; citing that many
of the Deaf Community avidly watch these meetings on the BCTV channel, and would be more likely to attend these
meetings if they could depend on the presence of an ASL interpreter. Harold interjected that since the Selectboard
meeting is open to the Public, a Municipality when requested, must provide by ADA Federal Law an ASL interpreter.

Barb responded that they would need to receive a formal request in order to provide this service at the meetings. Plus
they would need an extra camera in order to focus on the ASL person.

Harold : There is a video-ASL service available for hire.

There was more discussion on this topic. It has been decided that Gary Snyder will represent this committee at the next
Selectboard meeting on November 20th, and make a Formal verbal request, which is acceptable, that the Brattleboro
Selectboard begin to provide permanently an ASL interpreter for each of their subsequent meetings. The motion was
carried with all in favor.

OLD BUSINESS
TOWN TRANSITION PLAN UPDATE — will be discussed at the Friday, Dec. 14" meeting of B-ADA-TAC (us).

SELECTBOARD NEWS - Liz, Gary, and Geni attended the Selectboard meeting on October 16", Liz told them of her ‘near
miss’ experiences while in the crosswalk down by the Co-op. Geni read to the meeting from her notes on the 16™. It
was decided that Liz will from now on be writing down the license plates if this happens again.

CROSSWALK GRANTS FROM AARP — Whitney reported that the Town will be receiving two grants for the Improvement
of Crosswalks , and Improvement of Signage on Canal Street.

-It was decided that Whitney will send a memo to Gene at the BPD(police dept.) inviting him or a representative to
attend our next meeting. This will allow these type of experiences by Missy and Liz and the Community of citizens who
are deaf or hard of hearing, and the visually impaired to share their experiences and request the BPD to post an officer
at the Canal to Main intersection.

BUS ROUTES UPDATE — Mary reported that the Connecticut River Transit is still in the midst of various modifications to
each in-town bus route. No finalizations yet. They have added another route in West Brattleboro. The White Line has
been extended. There are nice new busses for in-town routes.



HANDBOOK FOR OPEN MEETINGS OF TOWN COMMITTEES - from Jan Anderson, Town Secretary. Send the monthly
agenda to Jan. Also send the monthly minutes in to Jan. Discussion ensued regarding the Selectboard with Gary
indicating that he had formerly requested at the SB meeting of 10-16, that this committee will be placed permanently on
their agenda. Then, Missy asked where are the Town meetings warned? Barb answered that the official location is the
Reformer. Also Jan sends out emails to: BCTV, the Commons, the radio, and a list of persons. Missy would like to be
added to the email warning list.

NEW BUSINESS

Geni asked Missy : had she any communication with Mollie Burke regarding last month’s minutes? Missy said yes and
she will be meeting with Mollie regarding the topic of peer reports of being hit by cars and injured while crossing in the
crosswalks in Brattleboro and in West Brattleboro.

Whitney stated that Mollie wants to form a Transportation Task Force.

SPIL: STATE PLAN FOR INDEPENDENT LIVING UPCOMING WEBINAR — the scheduled public meeting by telecast has been
postponed from the original date of 14 Nov. New dates will be posted.

OTHER BUSINESS

e New email to add: hoconnell@brattleboro.org; Hannah will be replacing Rick Ethier at Public Works
e Message from Barb. Is okay to remove Steve Steidle from our roster. He will be greatly missed. Our committee
will send him a Thank You card.

e Harold suggested that our committee write new “By-laws”. The committee structure can also be formalized.

AGENDA ITEMS FOR DECEMBER -

- Choose persons to attend December Selectboard meeting and give the update.

Motion was made by Gary S. to adjourn this meeting; 2" by Bob S. Meeting was adjourned at 11:04AM.

Respectfully Submitted,
Geni Tamerattia

November 14, 2012
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