
   
Brattleboro Planning Commission   

Monday, September 7, 2016   
Minutes 

  
 
Planning Commission: Elizabeth McLoughlin, Chair; Kate Audlin, Rachel Zamore, Casey Berg 
Excused: Kathy Urffer, Shannon Primrose 
Staff: Sue Fillion 
Guests: Dave Cohen, Ely Cohen 
 
A. Meeting called to Order  

Ms. McLoughlin called the meeting to order at 6:05 PM 
 
B. Approve Minutes of August 1, 2016  

Ms. Zamore moved approval of the minutes as written; seconded by Ms. Berg. Pass 4-0. 
 
C. Announcements  
 Ms. Fillion advised that the Planning Commission received copies of the decisions that the 

Selectboard made pertaining to Minshall Street, Bittersweet Lane and Wickopee Hill Road.  
 
D. Public Comments 
 No comments.  
 
E. Presentation: Alternate Transportation  
 Dave Cohen, VBike, gave a PowerPoint presentation on the VBike organization and various bike 

options including the cargo bikes, electric-assist, and Elfs that are allowing people to have more 
mobility with bicycles. He noted that VBike has a fleet of bicycles that Brattleboro residents can 
demo. He spoke to the health, environmental, and social benefits of biking.  

 
F. Section 248 Public Service Board Applications 

a. 150 kW community solar farm (array) at 1 Kipling Road (World Learning) 
Ms. Fillion advised that this is a ground mounted PV solar installation proposed for the World 
Learning campus. It will be a net-metered system and is located within the campus off of 
Dickinson Road (west of the Lowey International Center). She advised that due to the size of the 
project, this is a 30-day notice. If no party requests a hearing a permit, a decision will be issued at 
the end of the 30 days.  

 
Ms. Fillion advised that this project is not in an area identified for natural assets or wildlife 
suitability in the Town Plan. It does not impact any streams, wetlands or documented natural 
heritage. It is 250 feet from the nearest residence and it is adjacent to a National Register Historic 
District.  
 
The Planning Commission was in agreement that there was no basis to request a hearing for this 
application. Ms. Filion will transmit this to the Selectboard.  
 
 



  
b. 5MW solar array at Windham Solid Waste Management District off of Old Ferry Road – 45 day 

notice 
Ms. Fillion advised that the state passed legislation allowing a pilot project (solar facility, group of 
solar facilities) on a closed landfill in Windham County but that the Certificate for Public Good 
(CPG) needs to be applied filed by January 1, 2017. This is a 45-day notice of their intent to file a 
CPG for a 5 MW Solar Array at the WSWMD’s closed landfill. The project will occupy 17 acres on 
the landfill. The landfill was capped in 1995-1996.  
 
Ms. Fillion advised that this is in the Industrial zoning district. There are no historic or natural 
resources that will be effected. This is not a complete application so the aesthetic impact is still 
being evaluated. Staff recommended that  
 
The Planning Commission was in agreement that there was no need to make comments at this 
time. Ms. Filion will transmit this to the Selectboard.  

 
G. Discussion: Act 174 Energy Planning Standards  

Ms. Fillion that, amongst other things, Act 174 seeks to integrate energy and land use planning and 
creates an option for a town and regional planning commission to undertake “enhanced energy 
planning” that will result in their plans being greater weight before the PSB. She stated that the 
Department of Public Service is in the process of writing recommendations for municipal energy 
planning and standards for issuing a determination of energy compliance and they are seeking input. 
She reviewed the timeline and noted that final recommendations and standards are to be published 
by November 1. 
 
Ms. McLoughlin felt that this was important to keep an eye and that it is in the town’s interest to 
decide where renewable energy systems are located. She cautioned that if we don’t do it, other 
entities might. Ms. Fillion expressed hope that the draft standards will be available for discussion at 
the October meeting. Some of the areas that the Planning Commission may wish to weigh in on 
include the review process for which a Town Plan is certified “energy compliant” and whether the 
standards are goal oriented or prescriptive.   
 

H. Adjourn   
 The meeting adjourned at 7:00 pm on a motion by Ms. Zamore and seconded by Ms. Berg. 

 
     

 
   

   


