
 

Brattleboro Planning Commission   
November 7, 2016   

Minutes 

  
   
Planning Commission: Elizabeth McLoughlin, Chair; Kathy Urffer, Kate Audlin, Casey Berg 
Excused: Shannon Primrose 
Staff: Sue Fillion 
 
A. Meeting called to Order  

Ms. McLoughlin called the meeting to order at 6:10 PM 
 

B. Approve Minutes of September 7, 2016  
Ms. Urffer moved approval of the minutes as written; seconded by Ms. Berg. Pass 4-0. 

 
C. Announcements 

Ms. McLoughlin noted that the skate park received its Act 250 permit and fundraising will be ongoing. 
This permit also includes the Dog Park. Ms. Fillion announced that there will be forum on rail 
transportation on Wednesday, November 9 at the Brattleboro Museum. Also, on November 15 from 
8-10 am there will be a discussion about early child development, impact on workforce and 
approaches that employers are taking. If interested, commissioners need to sign up in advance. 

 
D. Public Comments  
 No comment. 

 
E. Brattleboro Brownfields Program 

1. Status of Funds  
The Commission reviewed the status of funds. There is approximately $109,052 remaining for 
Hazardous Site Assessment. There is $173,152 remaining for petroleum assessment. 
 

2. Update on sites  
56 Elm Street/NEYT Livery 
Building 

NEYT is making some final decisions on the redevelopment 
plan. Once those are made, the corrective action (CAP) plan 
amendment can be finalized. It is expected to have an 
amendment for public review in 2017. 

Reformer Building The Phase I was completed in May. In order to receive state 
environmental limited liability protection, the state required 
groundwater testing. Phase II investigation proceeded and no 
groundwater contamination was found. The monitoring wells 
have been closed. In order to prepare for closing, the Phase I 
ESA had to be updated because certain sections expire after 
180 days. Brownfields work is complete on this site.  

250 Birge Street The Phase I ESA was completed and recommended a Phase II to 
investigate some recognized environmental concerns. VT DEC 
and EPA are currently reviewing the sampling plan that the 
consultant has proposed.  

 



 

The Planning Commission received Site Nomination forms for 3 new sites seeking Phase I ESA 
assessments. They took the following actions: 
 

• 35 Main Street – Ms. McLoughlin moved to accept the Site Nomination form; Ms. Urffer 
seconded. Pass 4-0. 

• 37 – 43 Main Street - Ms. McLoughlin moved to accept the Site Nomination form; Ms. 
Urffer seconded. Pass 4-0. 

• 96/102/108/116/122/130/132 Birge Street – Ms. McLoughlin moved to approve the site 
nomination for 96/102/108/116/122/130 and 132 Birge Street for various actions 
associated with cleanup planning. The motion was seconded by Ms. Audlin. Pass 4-0. 

 
F. Land Use Regulations 

1. Staff feedback on current regulations – Mr. Francis noted that staff has been compiling a list of 
potential changes to the land use regulations (LUR), some are minor changes and others are 
policy level changes. The Planning Commission requested that this be discussed at the December 
meeting where staff will divide up the comments and provide some suggestions.  

 
Ms. McLoughlin asked if the Town Plan will need to be updated based on the new energy 
planning legislation. Mr. Francis spoke to the enhanced energy planning that is promoted in the 
legislation and said that the Planning Commission might need to consider the cost-benefit of 
making changes to see if it is really needed. He said that the standards were just finalized and 
they include planning issues that go beyond just the siting of renewable energy systems. Staff will 
be learning more about the standards and will see how it plays out.  
 

2. Joint meeting with the Development Review Board – The Planning Commission agreed to invite 
the DRB to a joint meeting at the Planning Commission’s January meeting to get their input of 
needed changes to the LUR.  

 
G. Downtown Master Plan 

Ms. Fillion noted that the Planning Department applied for a Municipal Planning Grant to conduct a 
parking study in the downtown, as previously discussed. She said that this will be one piece of the 
downtown master plan. She presented information on what staff was considering master plan. She 
stated that they want a plan that is organized by the areas that apply to the different geographic 
areas of downtown. The proposed areas are the urban cores, CT River waterfront, and Whetstone 
Corridor. Staff listed previous studies that have been undertaken in the downtown, some by the 
Town and others by different organizations. Ms. McLoughlin said that they should be reviewed to see 
if they are still relevant.   
 
Ms. Fillion identified the following work that is needed: conceptual plan for the CT River Waterfront, 
upper floor survey in the urban core, and demographic data collection. Staff will utilize the 
Brownfields assessment grant for the conceptual plan and will do the other work themselves. There 
was a discussion about engaging stakeholders.  
 

H. Adjourn   
 Ms. McLoughlin moved adjournment at 7:20 PM; seconded by Ms. Urffer. Pass 4-0. 

     
   


