
Skatepark	
  Site	
  Search	
  Committee	
  Draft	
  Minutes	
  
Meeting:	
  December	
  12,	
  2013	
  

	
  
Meeting	
  called	
  to	
  order:	
  at	
  5:17	
  p.m.	
  by	
  Carol	
  Lolatte	
  
	
  
Members	
  present:	
  Joe	
  Bushey,	
  Marty	
  Fitzgerald,	
  Betsy	
  Gentile,	
  Elizabeth	
  McLoughlin,	
  Jacob	
  Roberts,	
  Dan	
  
Sontag,	
  Andrea	
  Watkins	
  
	
  
Others	
  present:	
  Carol	
  Lolatte,	
  Francine	
  Vallario,	
  Jeff	
  Clark,	
  Howard	
  Weiss-­‐Tisman,	
  Patty	
  Fitzgerald	
  
	
  
Agenda:	
  

1. Elect	
  Chair	
  &	
  Vice	
  Chair	
  
Betsy	
  Gentile	
  was	
  voted	
  chair	
  of	
   the	
   committee	
  and	
  Elizabeth	
  McLoughlin	
  was	
  voted	
  vice-­‐chair.	
  
Both	
  were	
  elected	
  unanimously.	
  

	
  
2. Elect/Assign	
  Secretarial	
  Duties	
  

A	
  non-­‐committee	
  member,	
  Patty	
  Fitzgerald,	
  will	
  act	
  as	
  secretary;	
  if	
  absent,	
  a	
  committee	
  member	
  
will	
  fill	
  in	
  on	
  a	
  rotating	
  basis	
  
	
  

3. Approval	
  of	
  Minutes	
  
Motion:	
  Approve	
  minutes	
  from	
  December	
  4,	
  2013	
  meeting	
  
Vote:	
  Motion	
  carried	
  
Resolved:	
  Minutes	
  from	
  the	
  meeting	
  on	
  December	
  4,	
  2013	
  approved	
  without	
  modification	
  
	
  

4. Public	
  Participation	
  Discussion	
  
The	
  Chair	
  raised	
  the	
  question	
  of	
  how	
  to	
  deal	
  with	
  public	
  participation	
  at	
  the	
  committee	
  meetings.	
  
A	
  discussion	
   followed	
  and	
   it	
  was	
  decided	
   to	
   allow	
  an	
  opportunity	
   for	
   it	
   at	
   the	
  beginning	
  of	
   the	
  
meeting	
  and	
  during	
  the	
  meeting	
  as	
  well.	
  This	
  method	
  will	
  be	
  evaluated.	
  Every	
  meeting	
  is	
  warned	
  
but	
   it	
   was	
   suggested	
   that	
   “milestone”	
  meetings	
  might	
   be	
   advertised	
   in	
   advance	
   to	
   invite	
  more	
  
public	
  input.	
  
	
  

5. Public	
  Input	
  Via	
  E-­‐mail	
  
Currently	
   e-­‐mail	
   information	
   is	
   being	
   sent	
   to	
   individual	
   committee	
   members	
   from	
   interested	
  
parties.	
   	
  The	
  decision	
  was	
  made	
  to	
  set	
  up	
  a	
  site	
  with	
  the	
  town	
  that	
  would	
  allow	
  suggestions	
  and	
  
ideas	
  pertaining	
  to	
  siting	
  the	
  skatepark	
  to	
  be	
  passed	
  on	
  to	
  all	
  committee	
  members.	
  
	
  

6. Discuss	
  Skatepark	
  Criteria	
  	
  
Members	
  had	
  a	
  lengthy	
  discussion	
  concerning	
  criteria	
  for	
  the	
  skatepark	
  apart	
  from	
  talking	
  about	
  
sites.	
   They	
   focused	
   first	
   on	
   the	
   minimum	
   size	
   of	
   “skateable”	
   area	
   required	
   for	
   a	
   Brattleboro	
  
skatepark.	
   Jeff	
   Clark	
   (chair	
   of	
   BASIC)	
   was	
   able	
   to	
   answer	
   many	
   of	
   their	
   questions.	
   It	
   was	
  
determined	
  to	
  set	
  the	
  minimum	
  at	
  6,500	
  sq.	
  ft.	
  for	
  the	
  skating	
  area.	
  It	
  was	
  also	
  mentioned	
  the	
  park	
  
would	
  be	
  a	
  concrete	
  design	
  and	
  should	
  accommodate	
  ability	
  levels.	
  	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  discussion	
  moved	
  on	
  to	
  choosing	
  site	
  criteria,	
  which	
  will	
  be	
  used	
  to	
  create	
  a	
  grid	
  to	
  evaluate	
  
various	
  sites	
  after	
  the	
  site	
  searches	
  have	
  begun.	
  The	
  general	
  headings	
  for	
  the	
  criteria	
  chosen	
  were:	
  
Cost,	
  Size,	
  Location,	
  Multi-­‐Use	
  and	
  Topography.	
  Members	
  were	
  given	
  the	
  “homework”	
  assignment	
  
of	
   individually	
   choosing	
   criteria	
   that	
   should	
   be	
   used	
   under	
   each	
   heading.	
   Their	
   choices	
   would	
  
come	
   from	
   three	
   documents	
   suggesting	
   skatepark	
   criteria:	
   one	
   from	
   BASIC,	
   one	
   from	
   Carol	
  
Lolatte/Adam	
  Hubbard	
  and	
  one	
  from	
  Les	
  Montgomery.	
  	
  
	
  



It	
  was	
  suggested	
  that	
  members	
  make	
  an	
  effort	
  to	
  visit	
  other	
  skateparks	
  in	
  the	
  area,	
  including	
  the	
  
new	
  skatepark	
  in	
  Holyoke,	
  MA	
  at	
  Pulaski	
  Park.	
  
	
  

	
  
7. Set	
  Next	
  Meeting:	
  

January	
  9,	
  2014	
  at	
  5:15	
  PM	
  at	
  the	
  Gibson	
  Aiken	
  Center	
  
	
  
Meeting	
  Adjourned:	
  at	
  6:47	
  PM	
  
	
  
Submitted	
  by:	
  Patty	
  Fitzgerald	
  


