
 

Brattleboro Cemetery Committee 
 

MINUTES 

 
1. Convene meeting 

The July 14, 2017 meeting of the Brattleboro Cemetery Committee was convened at 10:03 AM by Chair 
Jackie Stromberg at the Select Board Meeting Room. Members present were: Jackie Stromberg, Jane 
Fletcher, Kate Snow, Karen Kale and Brian Bannon. Also present: Hilary Francis, Peter Elwell, Town 
Manager, Carole Lolatte, Director Parks and Recreation, and Charles Marchant, Vermont Old Cemeteries 
Association. 

2. Organization meeting  
The Committee elected officers. Kale nominated Stromberg for Chair; she was elected unanimously. 
Bannon nominated himself for Clerk; he was elected unanimously.  

3. Approve minutes of May 12 meeting 
Snow moved, and Kale seconded, that the Committee approve the minutes for its May 12, 2017 meeting 
as drafted. The minutes were approved.  

4. The Committee reviewed with Lolatte the outcome of priority items identified at prior 
meetings.  

a. Erect a solar powered floodlight for the flag at Morningside Cemetery: the light has been installed; 

b. Morningside Cemetery dog cleanup signs: signs will be ordered in conjunction with signs for parks.  

c. Multiple trash cans at large cemeteries or having the Recreation and Parks Department do clean-ups 

more often: no new trash cans, but more frequent pick up.  

d. Repair vandalism and re-set stones: $1,200 was spent to have stones were re-set in the front of 

Prospect Hill Cemetery.  

e. Prospect Hill Cemetery entrance sign: the school will be contacted to see if students will construct a 

sign.  

 
5. Friends of Morningside Cemetery 

Fletcher introduced “Preliminary Articles of Association for Friends of Morningside Cemetery. Fletcher 
outlined the purpose of the Association: to allow for the acceptance of donations or grants to improve and 
maintain the town cemeteries; to encourage individuals to volunteer to support and maintain the town 
cemeteries. 
The Committee discussed: possible organization structure, independent incorporation as a non-profit, vs. 
having the town serve as Custodian of Funds; name of the association; membership dues; relation to 
Cemetery Committee, supplemental or replacement, possible model of Play, Inc. relation to Parks and 
Rec. Dept.; and, availability of grants.  
The Committee, Elwell, and Lolatte agreed to move forward. Fletcher, Elwell, the Town Attorney and 
Lolatte with review the proposed articles.   

 
6. Discussion of Morningside Cemetery Walk-through 

Sink holes have been repaired and a damaged maple removed in Morningside. The new mowing company 
is doing a good job. Additional sink holes in Prospect need to be filled.  
a. Anything new from additional walk-throughs? Additional sink holes in Prospect need to be filled. 

Marchant reviewed his recent inspection of the cemeteries; he feels that volunteer plantings should be 
removed; they are damaging monuments and obscuring sight lines, allowing misuse of the cemeteries; 
feels homeless should be removed; notes abandoned property; encourages view of cemeteries as 
cultural asset and inheritance; promotion of public use can help prevent abuse of the cemeteries: 
exercise classes, trails, performances, can encourage positive use.  

b. What can Rec & Parks take care of? Can send seasonal crew to do work days 8-12 hours total, remove 
overgrowth. Can collect piled brush and debris from volunteer workdays. Snow and Bannon will flag 



volunteer plantings that should be removed from Prospect; Francis will submit photos and notes to 
Lolatte.  

c. What can Rodney Bell do? Bell recently removed a dead stump from Morningside as a volunteer 
public service. 

d. Organize a work day – what can we do? Committee discussed a fall work day focused on brush 
removal.  

 
7. Hogle Trust and other fundraising opportunities 

Snow will contact Trust and report back in fall.  
 

8. Garden headstone outcome 
Headstone fragment used in garden of private home were fragments used as foundation backfill on the 
property. Homeowner excavated fragments and used as pavers in garden. Fletcher explains this was a 
common practice to dispose of stones broken during carving. 

 
9. Volunteer training/Comcast volunteer crew 

Discussion will be addressed in future meeting.  
 

10. Other Business 
None.  

 
       Clerk of the Committee 
       Brian Bannon 


