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ANNUAL REPRESENTATIVE 
TOWN AND TOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT MEETING 

 
March 23, 2019 

 
 
Pursuant to the Warning for the Annual Town and Town School District Meeting 
recorded in the Town Records Volume 21, page 154, the legal voters qualified to 
vote met at the Brattleboro Union High School Gym on March 23, 2019, at 8:30 
A.M.  
 
At 8:34 A.M., Moderator Lawrin Crispe called the meeting to order. 
 
Checklist attendant and Assistant Town Clerk Jane Fletcher reported that more 
than 120 Town Meeting Members were present.  Moderator Crispe announced that 
78 members constitute a quorum.  A total of 144 members were present at various 
times of the day. 
 
The Moderator called upon Jane Southworth to lead the meeting with an opening 
convocation. 
 
Boy Scouts Troop 405 led the meeting in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
The Moderator enumerated the many years of public service provided to the town 
by former meeting members, Nancy Miller, Donald Webster, Ben Underhill, Sharry 
Manning and Veronica Johnson, who passed away in the last year and asked for 
a moment of silence in their honor.  
 
Town Clerk Hilary Francis read the opening and closing paragraphs of the Warning 
for the record. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:   The Moderator announced procedural rules of the meeting; 
that the meeting was being broadcast by BCTV Channel 10, on Comcast and 
Southern Vermont Cable, as well as streaming live at brattleborotv.org and 
Facebook with audio coverage by BCTV; and that interpretation for the deaf and 
hard of hearing was being provided by Cory Brunner, Elizabeth Fox, Janet 
Dickinson and Karen Todd.   
 
 
PRELIMINARY MOTION #1) Selectboard Chair Kate O’Connor moved:  That the 
following persons be authorized to sit in the reserved section with the Selectboard 
and School Directors:  Town Manager Peter Elwell, Town Attorney Robert Fisher, 
School Superintendent Lyle Holiday and Business Administrator Frank Rucker.  
 
The motion was seconded.   
 
There being no further discussion on the motion, it was unanimously adopted and 
the individuals were invited to join the meeting. 
 
 
PRELIMINARY MOTION #2) Selectboard member Brandie Starr moved: That the 
electronic media be permitted to remain in the reserved section.   
 
The motion was seconded and with no discussion unanimously carried. 
 
 
ARTICLES:   Prior to any action, the Moderator read each article and asked the 
pleasure of the meeting. 
 
 
 
Dave Schoales moved to suspend the rules: I move we suspend the rules which 
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interfere with our tradition of having the Town and School take turns being first on 
the agenda. The school board initially thought the body might like to have an 
update and conversation about progress under Act 46, which would be “Other 
Business” and therefore at the end of the meeting, so we agreed to have the Town 
go first. Seeing the number and complexity of the Articles before the Town, and 
with the experience of losing our quorum at the end of a long meeting last year, I 
ask that we suspend the rules so the school business can be returned to its 
traditional position at the beginning of the agenda. School board members will be 
available for Other Business at the end of the town portion of the meeting. Town 
and School District Boards agree with this motion. 
 
The motion was seconded. 
 
The Moderator reminded the body that a suspension of rules requires a two-thirds 
vote and is not debatable. 
 
On a division vote, the motion was approved with 100 in favor and 30 opposed. 
 
 
Town School District Business: 
 
 
AUDITORS’ REPORT:   Under School Article 1, Schoolboard member Spoon 
Agave moved: That the legal voters of the Town School District approve the Town 
School District’s audit reports.   
 
The motion was seconded and, with no discussion, on a standing-voice vote the 
article was overwhelmingly adopted.  
 
 
EMPLOY CPA:   Under School Article 2, Schoolboard member Robin Morgan 
moved:  That the legal voters of the Town School District authorize its School 
Directors to employ a certified public accountant or public accountants.   
 
The motion was seconded and, with no discussion, on a standing-voice vote the 
article was unanimously adopted. 
 
 
TOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT CLERK:   Under School Article 3, Schoolboard 
member Dave Schoales moved:  That the appointment of Hilary Francis as Town 
School District Clerk for the term of one year from March 25, 2019, be ratified, 
approved and confirmed.   
 
The motion was seconded. There was no discussion and on a standing-voice vote, 
the appointment was unanimously approved. 
 
 
TOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT TREASURER:   Under School Article 4, 
Schoolboard member Spoon Agave moved:  That the appointment of John 
O’Connor as Town School District Treasurer for a term of one year from March 25, 
2019 be ratified, approved and confirmed.   
 
The motion was seconded.  There was no discussion and on a standing-voice vote, 
the appointment was unanimously approved. 
 
 
SCHOOLBOARD SALARIES: Under School Article 5, Schoolboard member 
Robin Morgan moved:  That the legal voters of the Town of Brattleboro School 
District authorize its Board of School Directors to pay the following amounts for the 
ensuing fiscal year: to its school directors the sum of Three Thousand Dollars 
($3,000.00) each, except that the chairperson shall be paid the sum of Five 
Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00). 
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The motion was seconded. There was no discussion, and on a standing-voice vote 
unanimously adopted. 
 
 
FEDERAL AND STATE GRANTS:  Under School Article 6, Schoolboard 
member Dave Schoales moved:  That the legal voters of the Town School District 
be authorized to accept and expend categorical grants and aid received from the 
State of Vermont and the United States Government.   
 
The motion was seconded.  There was no discussion and, on a standing-voice 
vote, the article was unanimously adopted. 
 
 
TOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT APPROPRIATION:  Under School Article 7, 

Schoolboard member Kim Price moved: To the extent that the law requires the 

Town School District to vote a Brattleboro Town School District Budget at this 

meeting the article is as follows: That the voters of the school district approve the 

school board to expend $15,368,219, which is the amount the school board has 

determined to be necessary for the ensuing fiscal year. It is estimated that this 

proposed budget, if approved, will result in education spending of $17,209 per 

equalized pupil (estimated). This projected spending per equalized pupil is 5.2% 

higher than spending for the current year. In the event that no Town School 

District budget is required to be voted at Town Meeting, this article shall be null 
and void. 

The motion was seconded. Ms. Price addressed the body. Following a brief 
discussion, on a standing-voice vote, the article was overwhelmingly adopted. 
 
 
That concluded the school portion of the meeting. 
 
Town Business: 
 
 
AUDITORS’ REPORT:   Under Selectboard Article 1, Selectboard member Dave 
Schoales moved: That the auditor’s reports be accepted as printed.  
 
The motion was seconded and, with no discussion, on a standing-voice vote the 
article was unanimously adopted.  
 
 
EMPLOY CPA:   Under Selectboard Article 2, Selectboard member Shanta Lee 
Gander moved:  That the Town authorize its Selectboard to employ a certified 
public accountant or public accountants.   
 
The motion was seconded and, with no discussion, on a standing-voice vote the 
article was unanimously adopted. 
 
 
TOWN CLERK:   Under Selectboard Article 3, Selectboard member Tim Wessel 
moved:  That the appointment of Hilary Francis as Town Clerk for a term of one 
year from March 25, 2019, be ratified, approved and confirmed.   
 
The motion was seconded. There was no discussion and on a standing-voice vote, 
the appointment was unanimously approved. 
 
 
TOWN TREASURER:   Under Selectboard Article 4, Selectboard Chair Kate 
O’Connor moved:  That the appointment of John O’Connor as Town Treasurer for 
a term of one year from March 25, 2019 be ratified, approved and confirmed.   
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The motion was seconded.  There was no discussion and on a standing-voice vote, 
the appointment was unanimously approved. 
 
 
TOWN ATTORNEY:  Under Selectboard Article 5, Selectboard member Brandie 
Starr moved: That the appointment of Fisher and Fisher Law Offices, P. C., as 
Town Attorney for a term of one year from March 25, 2019 be ratified, approved, 
and confirmed. 
 
The motion was seconded.  There was no discussion and on a standing-voice vote, 
the appointment was unanimously approved. 
 
 
CAPITAL GRANT REVIEW BOARD: Under Selectboard Article 6, the 
Moderator sought volunteers from the floor for the Capital Grant Review Board. 
 
Georges Herzog and Kathy Urffer were nominated. 
 
Dave Schoales moved:  That the following people be appointed to serve on the 
Capital Grants Review Board for a term of one year from March 25, 2019: Georges 
Herzog and Kathy Urffer.   
 
The motion was seconded. With no additional discussion, both were unanimously 
appointed to the Capital Grant Review Board. 
 
 
REPRESENTATIVE TOWN MEETING FINANCE COMMITTEE:  Under 
Selectboard Article 7 the Moderator sought volunteers from the floor for the 
Representative Town Meeting Finance Committee.   
 
Franz Reichsman nominated the following members: Franz Reichsman, Maya 
Hasagawa, Oscar Heller, Ben Coplan, Mary White, and Conor Floyd.  
 
Robert Oeser nominated David Levenbach. 
 
Franz Reichsman reviewed the responsibilities and commitment of the committee. 
 
Shanta Lee Gander moved:  That the following people be appointed to serve on 
the Representative Town Meeting Finance Committee for a term of one year from 
March 25, 2019: Franz Reichsman, Maya Hasagawa, Oscar Heller, Ben Coplan, 
Mary White, Conor Floyd, and David Levenbach and to further authorize the 
Moderator to make additional interim appointments to the Finance Committee for 
a term to expire at the next annual Representative Town Meeting.  
 
The motion was seconded. With no discussion, all were unanimously appointed to 
the Representative Town Meeting Finance Committee. 
 
 
LIBRARY TRUSTEES:  Under Selectboard Article 8, the Moderator announced 

that the Brooks Memorial Library Trustees had received an additional resignation 

since the time that the Articles were approved. The total number of Trustees to be 

nominated is four. The motion will include two nominations from the Brooks 

Memorial Library Board of Trustees that were not known at the time the Articles 

were approved.  

 

Tim Wessel moved:  That the following people be appointed to serve on the Board 

of Trustees for the Brooks Memorial Library:  Howard Burrows, Jane Southworth, 

and Elizabeth Ruane, for three-year terms (2019-2022), and John R. Woodward 

for an unexpired three-year term (ending in 2020).  
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The motion was seconded and on a standing-voice vote the motion was 
unanimously adopted.   
 
 
AUTHORIZATION TO BORROW:   Under Selectboard Article 9, Kate O’Connor 
moved:  That the Selectboard be authorized to borrow money in anticipation of 
taxes, grants and other revenue. 
 
The motion was seconded.  There was no discussion and on a standing-voice vote, 
the article was unanimously adopted. 
 
 
POLICE-FIRE FACILITIES: Under Selectboard Article 10, Brandie Starr 

moved: that the Town authorize the following expenditures from the proceeds of 

the Police-Fire Facilities Bonds issued in furtherance of Representative Town 
Meeting’s approvals on October 20, 2012, and on March 12, 2016: 

(a) Approximately $150,000 to construct a Carport at the Police Station. 
(b) Approximately $100,000 to replace the “High Roof Area” at the Police 

Station. 
(c) Approximately $33,000 to purchase and install a Digital Alarm 

Receiver at Central Dispatch. 
(d) $64,725 to reimburse the Town’s Capital Fund for a payment to Green 

Mountain Communications for purchase and installation of a Radio 
Console at Central Dispatch in 2017. 

(e) $10,000 to Austin Design for design of the Police Station Carport.  
And further moved that upon completion of the aforementioned five (5) 

expenditures in their entirety, any remaining funds from the Police-Fire 

Facility Bonds issued in furtherance of Representative Town Meeting 

approvals on October 20, 2012, and on March 12, 2016, be transferred to 

the Capital Fund to be used for future capital expenditures at the discretion 
of future Selectboards and Representative Town Meetings. 

Art “Fhar” Miess moved to amend the motion to remove sections (a) and (e), and 

change the number in the final paragraph from five (5) to three (3). The motion was 
seconded.  

After a moderate discussion, Chris Chapman moved to cease debate on the Miess 

amendment, requiring a two-thirds vote. The motion was seconded and by a 
division vote was defeated with 89 in favor and 46 opposed.  

Following further discussion on the police carport, James Verzino moved to cease 

debate again on the Miess amendment. The motion was seconded and by a 

division vote was passed with 102 in favor and 32 opposed. With no further 
discussion, Mr. Miess’ motion was defeated. 

After a brief discussion on the main motion as presented by Ms. Starr, the main 
motion was overwhelmingly adopted on a standing-voice vote. 

 

RECESS: At 10:50 A.M. the Moderator declared a short recess. 

At 11:08 A.M. the Moderator reconvened the meeting. 

 
ONE PERCENT LOCAL OPTION SALES TAX: Under Selectboard Article 11, 
Tim Wessel moved: That the Town assess a one per cent (1%) local option sales 
tax in accordance with 24 V.S.A. Section 138. 
 
The motion was seconded and Mr. Wessel addressed the body.  
 
After a lengthy discussion on the pros and cons of this tax and the impacts to 
different sectors of the Brattleboro community, Cade Glover-Yellovich moved to 
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cease debate, requiring a two-thirds vote. The motion was seconded and by a 
division vote was defeated with 44 in favor and 88 opposed. 
 
Following further lengthy discussion, including reminders that this tax could be 
removed by this same body next year, Mary White moved to cease debate. The 
motion was seconded and by a division vote was passed with 90 in favor and 37 
opposed. With no further discussion, on a division vote, the main motion was 
adopted with 75 in favor and 62 opposed. 
 
 
RECESS: At 1:09 P.M. the Moderator declared a one hour recess. 

At 2:13 P.M. the Moderator reconvened the meeting with a quorum of over 110 
people. 
 
 
SELECTBOARD SALARIES:   Under Selectboard Article 12, Dave Schoales 
moved:  That the salary of the Selectboard Chairperson be set at $5,000 and that 
the salaries of the other members of the Selectboard be set at $3,000 each.  
 
The motion was seconded. There was no discussion and on a standing-voice vote, 
the article was unanimously adopted. 
 
 
TRANSFER TO CAPITAL FUND FROM THE UNASSIGNED GENERAL FUND 
BALANCE:  Under Selectboard Article 13, Shanta Lee Gander moved: That the 
Town transfer from the Unassigned General Fund Balance to the Capital Fund the 
sum of $295,000 for the purpose of replacing the windows in the Children’s Room 
at Brooks Memorial Library at an estimated cost of $25,000; replacing the 
swimming pool deck and warming shelter boiler at Living Memorial Park at an 
estimated cost of $100,000; and replacing a dump truck for the Public Works 
Department at an estimated cost of $170,000. 
 
The motion was seconded. There was no discussion and on a standing-voice vote, 
the article was unanimously adopted. 
 
 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND DBA MARKETING FUND: Under 
Selectboard Article 14, Brandie Starr moved: That the Town appropriate the sum 
of $42,119 from the Unassigned General Fund Balance for joint promotion of 
Brattleboro by the Brattleboro Area Chamber of Commerce and the Downtown 
Brattleboro Alliance. 
 
The motion was seconded. 
 
Following a moderate discussion, Elizabeth McLoughlin moved to amend the 
article to add the words “to be disbursed to those two agencies by the Selectboard 
upon review and acceptance of a satisfactory plan for the use of the funds and the 
evaluation of the results.” 
 
The amendment was seconded and after moderate discussion was passed on a 
standing-voice vote. 
 
Following further discussion on the main motion as amended, Jim Verzino moved 
to cease debate. The motion was seconded and by a division vote was passed 
with 95 in favor and 34 opposed. With no further debate, the main motion as 
amended passed on a standing-voice vote.  
 
 
DOWNTOWN IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT:  Under Selectboard Article 15, Dave 
Schoales moved:  That the Town raise and appropriate the sum of $80,000 through 
special assessments on properties within the Downtown Improvement District (as 
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approved by Town Meeting March 19, 2005, and as delineated in the Town 
Ordinance entitled “Municipal Act to Establish and Regulate the Downtown 
Improvement District”) to be used for capital and operating costs of projects of the 
Town’s duly designated downtown organization as reflected in its work plan and 
budget. 
 
The motion was seconded and there was a brief discussion.  On a standing-voice 
vote, the article was overwhelmingly adopted. 
 
 

 MOUNTAIN HOME PARK SPECIAL BENEFIT ASSESSMENT TAX DISTRICT:  
Under Selectboard Article 16, Kate O’Connor moved:  That the Town raise and 
appropriate the sum of $223,276.47 through special assessments on property 
within the "Mountain Home Park Special Benefit Assessment Tax District" (as 
approved by Town Meeting, March 24, 2007, and as delineated in the Town 
Ordinance entitled "Municipal Act to Establish and Regulate the Mountain Home 
Park Special Benefit Assessment Tax District") for the purpose of paying debt 
service on the capital improvements to the water and sewer lines serving the 
Mountain Home and Deepwood Mobile Home Parks. 

 
The motion was seconded and there was a brief discussion.  On a standing-voice 
vote, the article was unanimously adopted. 

 
 

HUMAN SERVICE PROGRAMS: Under Selectboard Article 17, Kate O’Connor 
moved: 
That the Town raise and appropriate the sum of $147,300 to support human 
service programs and facilities for the residents of Brattleboro to be allocated 
among service providers in the following manner:   
 
 Aids Project of Southern Vermont - $2,000  
 American Red Cross – NH and VT Region - $2,000  
 Big Brothers Big Sisters - $7,500  
 Boys & Girls Club – $15,000  
 Brattleboro Area Adult Day (Gathering Place) - $4,000  
 Brattleboro Area Hospice - $1,500  
 Brattleboro Area Prevention Coalition - $5,000 
 Brattleboro Centre for Children - $5,000  
 Brattleboro Senior Meals - $7,000  
 Family Garden - $2,500  
 Green Mountain Crossroads - $5,000  
 Green Mountain RSVP - $700  
 Groundworks Collaborative - $20,000  
 Health Care & Rehabilitation Services - $3,500  
 Meeting Waters-YMCA - $7,500  
 Senior Solutions - $3,000  
 Southeastern Vermont Community Action, Inc. (SEVCA) - $12,000  
 Turning Point - $12,500  
 Vermont Center for Independent Living - $1,600  
 Vermont Family Network - $1,500  
 Windham County Humane Society - $1,000 
 Windham County Safe Place Child Advocacy Center and Southeastern 

Unit for Special Investigations - $2,500  
 Women’s Freedom Center - $7,500  
 Windham Southeast Supervisory Union Summer Food Program - $7,500 
 Youth Services - $10,000  
 
The motion was seconded and Kate O’Connor explained to the body that the 
Human Services Review Committee vets all requests that come in and then makes 
recommendations to the body. 
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Robert Oeser moved to suspend the rules and consider Artilces 17, 18 and 19 at 
the same time. The motion was seconded. After a brief discussion the motion 
passed on a division vote with 87 in favor and 38 opposed. 
 
It was explained that KidsPLAYce and Visiting Nurse and Hospice for Vermont and 
New Hampshire had their own articles 18 and 19 because they missed the Human 
Services Review Committee application deadline and requested to be added with 
their own articles. Following a moderate discussion on all three articles Robin 
Morgan moved to amend Article 17 to fully fund as requested, increasing the total 
sum from $147,300 to $181,300.  
 
With moderate discussion on the Morgan amendment, Jim Verzino moved to 
cease debate. The motion was seconded and on a division vote was passed with 
82 in favor and 37 opposed. With no further debate, the Morgan amendment was 
defeated on a division vote with 63 in favor and 71 opposed. 
 
After a brief discussion, Oscar Heller moved to amend Article 17 to increase the 
amount to $169,395 with the Human Services Committee recommending the 
allocation of the additional funds. 
 
The motion was seconded and after further discussion, David Emery moved to 
cease debate. The motion was seconded and on a division vote was passed with 
99 in favor and 28 opposed. With no further debate, the Heller amendment passed 
on a division vote with 63 in favor and 62 opposed. 
 
Following a brief discussion, the main motion as amended was adopted on a 
standing-voice vote. 
 
 
KIDSPLAYCE: Under Selectboard Article 18, Shanta Lee Gander moved: That 
the Town raise and appropriate the sum of $4,000 to be added to the FY20 budget 
to support KidsPLAYce for the residents of Brattleboro. 
 
The motion was seconded and there was a brief discussion. Shela Linton moved 
to increase the amount for KidsPLAYce from $4,000 to $5,500.  After a brief 
discussion, the Linton amendment overwhelming failed on a standing-voice vote.  
 
With no further discussion, the original motion was overwhelmingly adopted on a 
standing-voice vote. 
 
 
VISITING NURSE AND HOSPOCE FOR VT AND NH: Under Selectboard Article 
19, Tim Wessel moved: That the Town raise and appropriate the sum of $12,200 
to be added to the FY20 budget to support Visiting Nurse and Hospice for Vermont 
and New Hampshire for the residents of Brattleboro. 
 
The motion was seconded and there were brief comments from a representative 
of the organization. On a standing-voice vote, the article was unanimously 
adopted. 
 
 
RECESS: At 5:17 P.M. the Moderator declared a short recess. 

At 5:38 P.M. the Moderator reconvened the meeting.  

 
 
ENERGY EFFICIENCY/SUSTAINABILITY: Under Selectboard Article 20, 
Brandie Starr moved: That the Town raise and appropriate the sum of $10,000 to 
be added to the FY20 budget and to be spent at the Selectboard’s discretion for 
energy efficiency and/or sustainability purposes. 
 
The motion was seconded.  
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Abigail Mnookin immediately moved to amend the article to increase the sum from 
$10,000 to $50,000. The motion was seconded and Ms. Mnookin spoke to the 
amendment and the importance of the need to take bold action now. 
 
Following a lengthy discussion, Spoon Agave moved to amend the Mnookin 
amendment to increase the sum from $50,000 to $100,000. This motion was 
seconded.  
 
After further debate, Emmanuel Keppel moved to cease debate on the Agave 
amendment. The motion was seconded and on a division vote passed with 87 in 
favor and 27 opposed.  
 
With no further discussion, the Agave amendment to the Mnookin amendment 
passed on a division vote with 69 in favor and 47 opposed. 
 
The main motion as amended passed on a standing-voice vote. 
 
 
TOWN APPROPRIATION:   Under Selectboard Article 21, Kate O’Connor 

moved:  That the Selectboard be authorized to raise, appropriate and expend the 

sum not to exceed $17,488,773 (Seventeen Million, Four Hundred Eighty-Eight 

Thousand, Seven Hundred Seventy-Three Dollars) in order to defray to that extent 

all general fund expenses for the period of July 1, 2019 through June 30, 2020, 

including all highway and Windham County taxes, and that the Selectboard be 

authorized to expend, in addition, any sum authorized for special purpose under 

any article contained in the warning for this meeting or any special Representative 

Town Meeting.  This motion includes $14,786,497 (Fourteen Million, Seven 

Hundred Eighty-Six Thousand, Four Hundred Ninety-Seven Dollars) to be 

collected in property taxes, and the balance to be comprised of all other sources 

of revenue collected by the Town.  This motion also provides that the Town and 

School District taxes assessed on the Grand List as of April 1, 2019, shall be due 

and payable in four (4) equal installments payable to the Town Treasurer until 

overdue, then to the Collector of Taxes; that such payment of the installments shall 

be received by the Town Treasurer’s Office on or before 5:00pm on August 15, 

2019, November 15, 2019, February 18, 2020, and May 15, 2020; and that interest 

at a rate of one percent (1%) per month be charged from the due date of payment 

on any overdue payment of the town tax, installment, or portion thereof; and that 

a penalty of eight percent (8%) be charged on any overdue payment that remains 

due and owing on May 16, 2020. 
 
The motion was seconded and Ms. O’Connor addressed the body.  She explained 
that the sum to be raised, appropriated and expended, as well as the amount to 
be collected in property taxes do not match the amounts in the original article, 
because they include the changes made by the body at this meeting regarding 
Articles 17, 18, 19 and 20, as well as the one percent (1%) Local Option Sales 
Tax. If approved as it currently stands, there would be a decrease in the tax rate 
of 0.8 cents. 
 
RECESS: At 6:47 P.M. the Moderator declared a short recess. 

At 7:02 P.M. the Moderator reconvened the meeting.  

 
Arlene Distler moved to amend the article to increase the sum by $15,000, with the 
intent to be known that the purpose of this increase is for the money to go towards 
an arts fund, to be administered by the Arts Council of Windham County. Peter 
Elwell reminded the body that there is no guarantee that the money would go to 
this particular fund, but that the intent has been heard. The body is authorized to 
increase or decrease the proposed budget, but cannot adjust line-items within the 
budget. 
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The motion was seconded and after a moderate discussion, the amendment 
passed on a division vote with 59 in favor and 49 opposed. 
 
Peter Elwell reported that the new sum to be raised, appropriated and expended 
with this change would be $17,503,773, and the new taxes to be collected would 
be $14,801,497. The tax rate would decrease by 0.67 cents. 
 
Following further discussion, Tom Green moved to cease debate. The motion was 
seconded and on a division vote passed with 90 in favor and 21 opposed. 
 
The original motion as amended was adopted unanimously on a standing-voice 
vote. 
 
 
SeVEDS:  Under Selectboard Article 22, Dave Schoales moved:  That the Town 

authorize the expenditure of $25,000 from Program Income (a revolving loan fund 

that disperses proceeds which originated as Community Development Block 

Grants) as a contribution to the operation of Southeastern Vermont Economic 

Development Strategies (SeVEDS). 
 

The motion was seconded.  Adam Grinold, Executive Director of BDCC addressed 
the body. There was a brief discussion before Spoon Agave moved to amend this 
article adding that henceforth requests from SeVEDS be accompanied by a current 
economic report on the town of Brattleboro.  
 
The motion was seconded. It was clarified that this amendment is advisory in 
nature and that it cannot restrict actions of future town meetings. 
 
The Agave amendment passed on a standing-voice vote. 
 
Following a moderate discussion, the article as amended passed overwhelmingly 
on a standing-voice vote.  
 
 
LIMITED SELF-GOVERNANCE PILOT PROGRAM: Under Selectboard Article 
23, Shanta Lee Gander and David Schoales moved: That the Town join the 
Selectboard in expressing strong support for the Vermont League of Cities and 
Towns’ proposal to the Vermont State Legislature to create a Limited Self-
Governance Pilot Program for Vermont municipalities. 
 
The motion was seconded and there was a brief discussion. On a standing-voice 
vote, the article was overwhelmingly adopted. 
 
 
HUMAN SERVICES REVIEW COMMITTEE: Under Selectboard Article 24, 
Dave Schoales moved: That the Town establish the Human Services Review 
Committee with members of the committee to be appointed by the Town Moderator 
for FY20, and thereafter elected at Representative Town Meeting, with the 
authority of the Town Moderator to fill vacancies throughout the year. 
 
The motion was seconded and there was a brief discussion. On a standing-voice 
vote, the article was unanimously adopted. 
 
 
ENERGY EFFICIENCIES: Under Selectboard Article 25, Brandie Starr moved: 
That the Town adopt the following non-binding advisory resolution:  

1. It is hereby resolved that Representative Town Meeting shall advise the 

Selectboard that the Selectboard shall not commission additional 

studies on fossil fuel consumption, carbon footprints or efficiency of 

insulation, heating or air conditioning systems until the town implements 
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common sense practices to reduce fuel consumption in town buildings, 
including practices such as: 

 a. Lowering the thermostat setting during the winter to a significant 

degree, and wearing long-johns, sweaters and other warm 
clothing.  

 b. Mounting and sealing of doors, windows, and storm windows 

 c. Raising of thermostat in the summer or use of electric fans 

instead of air conditions, and wearing cool clothing – avoiding 
layered suits and blazers. 

 d. Other common sense measures per the discretion of the energy  
coordinator. 

2. It is hereby resolved that Representative Town Meeting shall advise the 
Selectboard that it is of utmost importance to replace the Energy 
Coordinator as soon as possible. 

 
3. It is hereby resolved that Representative Town Meeting shall advise the 

Selectboard that the Selectboard shall enlist the Energy Coordinator in 
implementing sections 1a through 1d of this ordinance and shall be 
responsible for submitting a report to the town manager indicating the 
implementation of these practices and recommending further energy 
studies if any might be in order. 

 
4. It is hereby resolved that Representative Town Meeting shall advise the 

Selectboard to adopt an ordinance requiring conservation measures to be taken 
by businesses and residents of the Town consistent with the above stated 
resolutions. 

 
The motion was seconded and there was a moderate discussion.  George Carvill 
inquired about a quorum, and quorum was confirmed at 81 members. 
 
Oscar Heller moved to cease debate. The motion was seconded and passed on a 
standing-voice vote. 
 
With no further discussion, the article was defeated on a standing-voice vote.  
 
 
Following Town business and prior to other business, the following took place: 
 
SHANTA LEE GANDER RESOLUTION – Dave Schoales offered the following 
resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, Shanta Lee Gander has served on the Brattleboro 
Selectboard from March 26, 2018 through today; and 
 
WHEREAS, Ms. Gander is the first Person of Color to sit on the 
Brattleboro Selectboard; and  
 
WHEREAS, Ms. Gander has been a passionate and enthusiastic 
supporter of incorporating compassion and fairness into all aspects of 
Town government; and  
 
WHEREAS, Ms. Gander has devoted substantial personal time meeting 
with the community’s Compassionate Brattleboro Committee to bring 
compassion alive in the conduct of business and the community at-large; 
and  
 
WHEREAS, Ms. Gander brought fresh inquiries and insights into the 
Town’s budget process; and 
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WHEREAS, Ms. Gander has been a strong supporter of the arts in the 
region and brought her vast experience in the arts to the decisions that 
she made on the Selectboard; and  
 
WHEREAS, Ms. Gander strongly supported open dialog with community 
members on all matters that came before the Selectboard this year; and  
 
WHEREAS, Ms. Gander has served the people of Brattleboro with a 
caring heart and an eye for fairness.   
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that this Representative Town 
Meeting, on its own behalf and on behalf of the entire Town, thanks 
Shanta Lee Gander for her year of service on the Brattleboro Selectboard. 

 
KATE O’CONNOR RESOLUTION – Tim Wessel offered the following resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, Kate O’Connor has served on the Brattleboro Selectboard for 
the past 6 years; and 
 
WHEREAS, Ms. O’Connor served as a Town Meeting Member before 
being elected to the Selectboard; and 
 
WHEREAS, Ms. O’Connor is part of the second generation of a family 
who has provided decades of caring service to the Town offering 
countless hours of service to the community; and 
 
WHEREAS, Ms. O’Connor served as Vice-Chair and Chair of the 
Selectboard during her tenure, leading the Town through many challenges 
including successful searches for a Town Manager and Town Clerk, the 
siting of a skateboard park, and the reconstruction of aging facilities to 
meet the modern needs of the Police and Fire Departments; and 
 
WHEREAS, Ms. O’Connor arranged for the Selectboard to meet in 
Montpelier with Governor Peter Shumlin to encourage economic equity for 
Brattleboro as a “hub town”, and in Brattleboro with Governor Phil Scott 
and his cabinet for the “Capital for a Day” program; and  
 
WHEREAS, Ms. O’Connor has effectively represented Brattleboro’s 
interests in communications with other Vermont leaders at the State 
House and throughout State government; and  
 
WHEREAS, Ms. O’Connor served as Brattleboro’s representative to the 
Windham Solid Waste Management District Board of Supervisors in 2013-
2014; and  
 
WHEREAS, Ms. O’Connor has kept a watchful eye on Town expenditures 
in order to maintain affordability for the taxpayers in the Town of 
Brattleboro. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that this Representative Town 
Meeting, on its own behalf and on behalf of the entire Town, thanks Kate 
O’Connor for her many years of dedicated service on the Brattleboro 
Selectboard and to the Town. 

  
 

OTHER BUSINESS:  Under School Article 8, to transact any other business that 
may lawfully come before the meeting. The Moderator reminded the body that all 
items under Other Business are non-binding. The following items were brought 
before the assembly: 
 
State Portion of 1% Local Option Sales Tax: John Kennedy requested that the 
Selectboard and town staff work with elected officials in Montpelier to identify 
funding from the 30% of the money that the State gets from the 1% local option 
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sales tax, to go back to benefiting the town. 
 
Emails and Open Meeting Law: John Loggia commented on the emails that were 
circulated to members of the body prior to the meeting, and questioned if that is in 
violation of the spirit of the meeting and in violation to the Open Meeting Law. He 
suggested that all communication go through the Town Clerk. 
 
Bob Gannett: Bob Tortolani recognized Senator Bob Gannett in coming up with 
the concept of Representative Town Meeting. He also applauded Lawrin Crispe 
on doing an excellent job as Moderator. 
 
School Merger: Robin Morgan reminded the body that if the Act 46 merger 
happens, the Town School District will no longer exist and will therefore not present 
the school budget at Representative Town Meeting. She encouraged members to 
attend the unified school district meetings going forward.  
 
Monthly Community Meetings: Emilie Kornheiser informed the body that the 
three State Representatives hold monthly community meetings. 
 
BCTV: Jim Maxwell acknowledged BCTV and thanked them for their wonderful 
work. 
 
 
There being no other business, there was a motion to adjourn. The motion was 
seconded and with no discussion, the motion passed unanimously with a 
standing-voice vote. The meeting adjourned at 9:27 P.M. 
 
     Attest: 
 
           Hilary Francis 
          Town Clerk 
 
 
 
Kate O’Connor     Lawrin Crispe 
Selectboard Chair     Moderator  


