
TOWN OF BRATTLEBORO 

RECREATION & PARKS DEPARTMENT 

BOARD MEETING 

May 11, 2020 

 

NOTE: Per the “Stay Home – Stay Safe” order issued by Governor Scott on May 11, 

2020, this meeting was held remotely with no physical location using GoToMeeting. 

 

All Minutes Considered Draft until next meeting. 

 

Attending Board Members: Ricky Davidson, Bill Willson, Connor Floyd, Jess Gould, 

Allegra Carignan and Becky Day. 

 

Attending Staff members: Director, Carol Lolatte and Administrative Assistant Kim 

Isaacsen.  

 

Agenda Adjustment:  None. 

 

Public Participation:  None 

 

Minutes: Motion to approve the March 9, 2020 minutes was made by Becky Day and 

seconded by Jess Gould by a vote of 6-0 the March minutes were approved.  

 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

SKATEPARK UPDATE:  A letter of intent has been signed with Parker Construction, 

as restrictions are lifted, and materials become available a contract will be signed. Carol 

will be meeting later this week with Parker Construction, Stantec and Steve Horton the 

town consultant to review final design plans. Carol is anticipating that this project will 

begin this summer.  

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

COVID-19 UPDATES:  

• All Rec Spring Programing and activities have been cancelled. 

• All Adult Softball is hold; Carol is hopeful that they may be able to start a 

shortened season to begin early or mid-June.  

o If this season is cancelled it will have a significant financial impact the 

budget. 

• The Gibson Aiken Center remains closed, however on-site visits are permitted 

following strict protocols including social distancing, wearing masks, gloves, and 

sanitizing all area before and after each visitor. 

• The Tennis/Pickleball courts have opened to Vermont Residents with no 

organized groups, gatherings of 10 or less and an arrive, play and leave approach. 



• Ball Fields are open for informal gathering of 10 or less and family’s activities, 

they are not open for team practices.  

• Basketball courts remain closed at this time. 

• The Dog Park at Living Memorial Park remains closed at this time due to 

reseeding of grass area and Covid-19. 

• All park amenities such as picnic tables and benches that could be remove have 

been removed, amenities that could not be removed remain closed. Signs are in 

place to make public aware that amenities remain closed and are not disinfected. 

• All Playground remains closed. Signs are in place to make public aware that our 

playgrounds remain closed. 

• All Restrooms at Living Memorial Park and West River Park remain closed. 

• All facility rental are cancelled through May 31st.  

• Several different signs have been placed in locations throughout the parks to make 

users aware of restriction and limitations while using facilities, in addition Carol 

and staff are patrolling park to help enforcement of restrictions.  

 

COVID-19 PROGRAMING: While facilities remain closed and programing has been 

cancelled the program staff has been working hard with virtual programming and events. 

• It necessary to cancel the annual Easter egg hunt, but the programing staff held a 

virtual Easter egg hunt for families to participate in. 

o In addition, Peter Cotton took a long trip around town, visiting as many 

neighborhood’s as possible. They were escorted by the Brattleboro Police 

Department, in a car donated for the event by The Brattleboro Auto mall.  

• Our Gymnastics staff is holding free classes on Zoom twice a week for youth ages 

5-15, each class has between 10-20 participants. 

• Over April vacation week the programing staff put together videos of activities 

that families could complete with things they already had at home. The videos 

were release on Facebook daily over the April vacation week activities included: 

o Faire Houses and Gnome Homes. 

o Bird feeders and houses. 

o Rock animals and rock art. 

o Slime time. 

o Bubbles. 

• The programing staff teamed up with local Brattleboro Union High School 

athletes to complete videos highlighting tips and tricks for Spring sports. The 

videos were release daily, each video focused on a sport like Softball, Baseball 

and Lacrosse. Carol Thanked the BUHS athletes for helping with these videos.  

• Keep your eye on the Facebook page over the coming weeks as programing staff 

will be releasing new activities families can enjoy at home during COVID-19. 

• All of the community garden plots at Stockwell Drive have been reserved and 

gardeners are prepping for the coming garden season.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



STAFFING: The Assistant Director and Administrative Assistant are back working in 

the office. The Program Coordinator continues to work from home and is only coming in 

when necessary. Staff is working on new procedures and protocols for the summer 

programing and camps in accordance with new guidelines release by the Governor.  The 

Park staff are working their regular schedules. All staff are following health and safety 

protocols recommended by the governor for staff working in groups.  

 

SUMMER STAFF & PROGRAMING:   

o All seasonal summer staff have received an offer letter of tentative summer 

employment. 

o The summer brochure has been completed and is on the Town website and 

Facebook. 

o All of last year’s summer participant will be receiving and e-mail that 

includes our summer brochure through the Rec Trac system.  

o Camp registrations are being accepted, we are encouraging people to register 

through e-mail or mail. If necessary, registration can be completed in person at 

the office following all protocol for face to face visits. 

o Our Camp programing will look very different this year. 

o Camp will include 2 additional weeks at the beginning of summer, limits 

for these weeks will be lower as these weeks have fewer staff members.  

o Weekly limit for day camp has been set at 48 per week, approximately 

half of the normal limits. 

o Due to limited numbers Brattleboro Residents are being given priority. 

o All campers will have assigned drop off and pick up locations through out 

the park.  

o The lunch program will be staggered groups of smaller sizes. 

o Campers will have temperature taken and recorded daily. 

o Campers will be asked to wash hands and use hand sanitizer multiple 

times through out the day. 

o Equipment will need to be sanitized before and after each group use. 

o A significant number of new disinfecting protocols will be put in place for 

all camps. 

o All expectations will be very clear to staff and campers.  

o All directors of Specialty Camps have received a questionnaire to complete for 

compliance for new sanitizing protocols and social distancing compliance. 

 

SWIMMING POOL: The pool remains closed. If the pool is able to open to open there 

will be significant changes to how it will operate. The will be no green bags for storage of 

personal items, no public chairs or benches.  Carol is waiting to hear from the Swim 

Team on their plans for the summer. 

 

 

CAPTIAL IMPROVMENTS:  

▪  The Gymnasium at the Gibson Aiken Center has been painted. The Park 

Maintenance staff was able to complete the painting while the building was close 

due to COVID-19. 

    

 



FYI UPDATE:  

• The Cemeteries at Prospect Hill and Morningside will be maintained by a new 

contractor Independent Landscaping received the contract.  

• A portion of a large tree fell at the Elliot St park, it did not damage the swing set. 

Carol is waiting for the tree warden to determine if the tree needs to be removed.  

• Board Member Conor Floyd Thanked Carol for providing staff to help unload the 

weekly food truck delivers for the school lunch program. 

• Board Member Connor Floyd also wanted to make sure the Department was 

aware of the Rise VT Grants. This grant helped provide funding for the Bike 

Helmets to be given out for our Super Bike Day event.  

• There was vandalism on the Veterans Memorial at the Common, the vandalism 

was repaired quickly by Maintenance staff. 

 

NEXT MEETING: The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, June 8th at 6:15p.m.  

 

ADJOURNMENT:  Motion to adjourn by Becky Day, 2nded by Connor Floyd at 7:05 

p.m.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Kimberly Isaacsen 
Kimberly Isaacsen, Administrative Assistant 

 


