
TOWN OF BRATTLEBORO 

RECREATION & PARKS DEPARTMENT 

BOARD MEETING 

May 14, 2018 

 

ALL MINUTES ARE CONSIDERED DRAFT MINUTES UNTIL NEXT 

MEETING 

 

The Brattleboro Recreation & Parks Board met on Monday, May 14, 2018 at the Gibson 

Aiken Center. 

 

Attending Board Members: Ricky Davidson, Bethany Ranquist, Jessica Gould, Connor 

Floyd, Todd Fontaine and Bill Willson. 

 

Attending Staff members: Director, Carol Lolatte, Assistant Director Jessy Cudworth, 

Program Coordinator Adam Middleton and Administrative Assistant Kim Isaacsen.  

 

Agenda Adjustment:  Move Flag Football to top of agenda and the Nelson Withington 

Skating Facility to Pro-shop proposal next on the agenda. 

 

Public Participation:  Tarina Cozza, Chad Pacheco 

 

Minutes: Motion to approve the April 9, 2018 minutes was made by Jessica Gould and 

seconded by Bill Willson by a vote of 6-0 the April minutes were approved. 

 

 

FLAG FOOTBALL:  Representatives from Pop-Warner football Tarina Cozza and 

Chad Pacheco presented the Board with a proposal for a flag football program to possibly 

begin in September 2018. The current Pop-Warner football program had a significant 

drop in participation in 2017 due to the CTE issues, travel and several other issues.  Due 

to the current challenges with the Pop-Warner program in fall of 2018 there will no 

longer be a option for youth to play Pop-Warner football in Brattleboro.  Moving forward 

the Pop-Warner would like to see the Recreation and Parks offer a Flag Football 

program.  Carol has done some research to find out how other communities are handling 

the changes to the current programs, many programs are moving to a non-padded non-

contact Flag Football program coordinated by Recreation Departments or private clubs.  

In the past the high school has been very open to allowing the Pop-Warner program to 

use their field space, Chad Pacheco the BUHS Varsity Football coach anticipates the field 

use to continue.  In addition to field space Chad has offered his services and the Varsity 

Team Players to assist with the coordination and development of the Flag Football 

program.  The Board discussed the at length what the expectations of the Recreation & 

Parks Deparment would be, insurance, officials, practice space, how to move forward, 

cost of program to famalies and the cost of program for the Recreation & Parks 

Department.   The Pop-Warner program has $4500.00 that has been offered if needed to 

get the program started at the Recreation Department. Board Member Bill Willson made 

a motion for the Recreation & Parks Department to develop and implement a Flag 

Football program, with the final details to be worked out by the Recreation & Parks 



Department Director and Staff, Board Member Jessica Gould 2nded the motion and all 

Board Members voted 6-0 in favor of the motion.  

  

OLD BUSINESS 

 

 

DOG PARK/SKATEPARK UPDATE:   On May 9th 5 bids were received for the 

Skatepark design, due to unpredictable circumstances it was necessary to reject all 5 bids.  

There will be a re-bid for the project with new bid’s due on June 6th.  

 

The Dog Park is open and the community has been using the park regularly.  There a new 

benches that will be installed this Spring.  

 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES: 

 May is Older Americans Month, Jessy will be working with her Talk Group on 

the theme for this year “Engage at Every Age”.  

 The new Great Course is “The Story of Human Language” as always this program 

has been well attened and sparks great discussions.   

 The Volunteer Lunch on Aprils 26th had 70 people in attencance, Leland and Grey 

students helped with serveing lunch and handing out plants and gift bags to 

volunteers. 

 The Senior walking group Windham Walkers will resume activity on May 18th  

the first walk will take place on the Retreat Trails.  

 Jessy is working closely with Vernon Senior Bus and Transportation to plan 

monthly bus trip for seniors to Keene for shopping and lunch. The cost will be 

very affordable and help keep the Vernon keep their bus.  

 

PROGRAM REPORT:   

 All spring programs have started. 

 Current youth spring registration numbers: 

o Girls Lacrosse : 46 (3 age groups) 

o Boys Lacrosse : 10 (1 age group) 

o T-Ball:  52 (4 teams) 

o Small Fry:  92 (7 teams) 

o Softball:  17 (1 team) 

 Adult and Evening programing: (Apr 10 – May 14) 

o Zumba has had 8 participants, this program ended 2 weeks early due to 

an instructor injury. 

o Badminton has had 6 participants. 

o Volleyball has had 15 participants.  

o Pickleball has had 24 participants. 

o Table Tennis has had 27 participants.  

 Daily Open Gym and Game room are being well attended.  

 Parent-tot/Open Gym have 5-20 participants per day.   



 All evening programing ended April 27th.  

 Summer Registration Extravaganza is May 16th & 17th.  

 

SUMMER STAFF:  All summer staff has been hired and trainings have been scheduled 

and will begin for all in June. 

 

 

JR SKI JUMP: Todd Einig representing the Harris Hill Jr. Ski Jump presented a 

proposal for the revitalized ski jump to be used during the summer.  The proposal 

included donated summer surface from Lake Placid for the ski jump to be used during the 

summer months.  The Board has requested that Todd Einig come the to the June 11th 

meeting to further discuss the proposal for summer use of the revitalized ski jump.  

 

 

NELSON WITHINGTON SKATING FACILITY PRO-SHOP:  The Board invited 

Lou Boudroux to the Board meeting to futher disucss his proposal for a Pro-Shop to be 

installed at the Nelson Withington Skating Facility, however Lou was not in attendance at 

the meeting. After further discussion by the Board, Board Member Todd Fontaine made a 

motion to respectfully decline his proposal for a Pro-Shop at the Nelson Withington 

Skating Facility, the motion was 2nded by Bethany Ranquist and by a vote of 6-0 in favor 

of the motion, the motion was carried.    

 

 

CAPTIAL IMPROVMENTS:   

 The bids for the Gibson Aiken Center Roof repair are due on May 16th.  

 The Duck Water Slide for the wading pool has been ordered take 6-8 weeks for 

delivery, funds from the grant received last year will be used to pay for the new 

slide. 

 Carol is working on 3 seperate RFP’s for Energy Efficiency improvements at the 

skating rink.  

 The pool deck has been inspected and the pool project has been completed.  

 

 

FYI UPDATE:  

 Carol is working with Brattleboro Area Mens Softball, Brattleboro Womens 

Softball and the Police Department to reduce the problem with consumption of 

alchol at the Softball fields during the games.  

 The Park Maintenance has been working hard to clean up the trash and debry at 

Morningside Cemetery.  

 There is a new Committee called the Friends of Cemeteries, Carol will be 

working closely with the Committee to make impovements at the local 

cemeteries. 

 There is interest in possibly installing a storage locker room at the Skating 

Facility to accomidate the High School Hockey Teams.  

 In April Park Maintenance Employee Dan Wright took another job, a new 

employee Adam Haskins-Norcia has been hired and started on April 30th.  



 The Music Center has been using our parking lot at Memorial Park, Carol is 

coordinating with them as our programs have also started and need parking as 

well.  

 

NEXT MEETING: The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, June 11th at 6:15p.m.  

 

ADJOURNMENT:  Motion to adjourn by Bill Willson, 2nded by Connor Floyd at 7:50 

p.m.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Kimberly Isaacsen 
Kimberly Isaacsen, Administrative Assistant 

 


