
Approved BASIC Meeting Notes Feb 6, 2018 
Gibson Aiken Senior Center, 6:00 PM 

 
Members in attendance: Jeff Clark, Melissa Clark, Spencer Crispe, 
Elizabeth McLoughlin, Matthew Rink, Francine Vallerio (Quorum has been 
met) 
Members Absent: Joe Bushey, III (unexcused) 
Others in attendance: Carol Lolatte, Peter Van der Does  
 

1. Adjust meeting agenda – Thompson Trust added to #8, Rotary Club 
Golf Tournament added to #9 

2. Approve notes from 1/23/18 - approved 
3. Public Participation  - Peter will provide us with some more contacts 

for possible donations 
4. NRPA Grants 

a. Meet Me at the Park – This grant is a partner grant between 
NRPA and Walt Disney and is a $30,000 matching grant. After 
further inquiry and attending their webinar, they are very specific 
that all projects they support need to be completed by Nov. 1, 
2018. Since we cannot commit to that at this point, BASIC will 
not apply but will keep this grant as a possibility next year if 
funds are still needed.  

b. Out of School Time - This is a partner grant between NRPA and 
Walmart Foundation in the amount of $25,000. Their main focus 
is on supplying free meals to children. Although the Rec & Parks 
Dept. is involved with supplying these meals at several sites 
throughout Brattleboro during the summer, it acts as a host and 
not a provider of the meals. BASIC feels we don’t have strong 
eligibility to warrant an application.  

5. Walmart Grant – not sure if grant applications have opened up yet. 
Will check back 

6. United Way Grant – Melisa reached out to the United Way to check 
on eligibility for their Community Grant. BASIC is not eligible for that 
but they suggested we send a letter of request to the Spark Fund 
through their organization. This has a $2,500 max contribution.  

7. Town Meeting – BASIC anticipates budget issues will be the largest 
hurdles to contend with at Town Meeting on Sat., March 24th. We will 
prepare to give an update of our current financial status. 

8. Thompson Trust – Carol reached out to the Thompson Trust. They 
have all new trustees and their main focus on grants are now 
education, social services, and healthcare. We may fall into the 
social services category and will keep them in mind after the Tarrant 
Foundation challenge is complete.  



9. Rotary Club Golf Tournament – They have made prior commitments 
to BMH for their tournaments and therefore would be unable to 
participate in our matching grant challenge. They suggested we still 
reach out for funding. 

10. Tarrant Foundation – The official letter has been received from the 
foundation to be filed with the town. Letters to send out to donors 
have been drafted.  BASIC is compiling the addressees.  

11. Contra Dance – Andy David contacted BASIC inviting us to be a 
beneficiary at a Contra Dance at the Dummerston Grange on 
Saturday, March 17th from 6:30pm – 9:30pm with a potluck at 5:30. 
Proceeds from the dance would go to BASIC. BASIC supports the 
event and would like to participate but several members have prior 
commitments since the event is on St. Patrick’s Day. BASIC will 
check if another month might work for us to participate. 

12. Set Date of next meeting – February 20, 2018 6:00 pm 
13. Adjourn 


