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Vets:	Taking	Care	of	our	Best	Friends	
	
We	have	been	blessed	with	many	and	varied	pets	over	the	years,	mainly	seniors	and	
the	disadvantaged.		Information	on	adoptable	dogs	was	placed	on	suitable	websites	
with	the	hopes	of	finding	them	suitable,	safe	and	loving	homes	while	others	
remained	with	us	for	the	duration	of	their	lives.	It	was	for	us	a	pleasure	and	a	
privilege.				
	
Over	the	years	–	while	we	were	often	at	full	capacity	with	pets	of	multiple	breeds	
and	personalities,	there	was	one	constant:		Bouzzie,	our	Silky	Terrier,	our	house	
dog.		Bouzzie	was	incredibly	patient	and	tolerant	of	the	short-term	visitors,	and	
unpretentiously	shared	his	home	with	the	lifers.				
	
It	is	hard	to	write	about	Bouzzie	today	since,	a	short	time	ago	-	after	14	years	of	the	
loving	joy	with	which	he	graced	our	lives	-	the	harrowing,	grievous	decision	had	to	
be	made,	and	life	without	Bouzzie	became	an	incomprehensible	-	but	inevitable	-	
reality.		
	
Waiting	in	the	wings	was	an	angel,	our	veterinarian,	Donna	Harwood.	Donna	was	
keenly	aware	of	the	pain	related	to	this	difficult	process,	and	was	the	very	definition	
of	"compassion."		
	
After	sitting	in	absolute	misery	in	a	waiting-room	full	of	four-legged	patients,	our	
agony	was	gently	quelled	by	Donna	–	gently	reassuring	us,	as	Bouzzie	was	sadly,	but	
painlessly,	released	from	his	suffering.			
	
Donna	cared	deeply	for	Bouzzie	as	she	did	for	so	many	animals	she	had	treated	over	
their	lifetimes.	Bouzzie	and	his	fellow	creatures	would	not	have	had	the	lives	they	so	
richly	enjoyed	if	not	for	her	extraordinary	devotion	and	skill.		
	
There	are	numerous	veterinarians	in	our	area	who	are	devoting	themselves	in	this	
fashion,	women	and	men	providing	top-notch,	state-of-the-art	care,	well	versed	in	
both	traditional	veterinary	care	-	as	well	as	alternative	methods.	These	are	some	of	
the	compassion	heroes	of	our	community,	and	we	need	to	celebrate	them.	Bouzzie,	
and	animals	like	him	have	been	living	rich	and	full	lives	because	of	these	deeply	
devoted	human	beings.	
	
During	their	lifetime,	animals	like	Bouzzie	provide	us	with	unconditional	love	–	an	
ineffably	compassionate	gift	we	ourselves	should	seek	to	emulate.	And	skilled	and	
committed	veterinarians	like	Dr.	Harwood	protect	that	gift	and,	in	turn,	provide	
extraordinary	compassion	in	their	own	right.	We	owe	them	a	debt	of	gratitude.	
	
Colleen	Scott	



Brattleboro	
	
With	Brattleboro	voting	overwhelmingly	to	become	part	of	the	international	Charter	
for	Compassion,	the	Reformer	and	The	Commons	have	agreed	to	publish	a	“compassion	
story	of	the	month.”	This	is	the	third.		
	
Submissions,	from	Brattleboro	area	residents,	for	future	publication,	not	to	exceed	650	
words,	should	be	emailed	to:	compassionstory@gmail.com	or	mailed	to:	Compassion	
Story	of	the	Month,	c/o	Robert	Oeser,	PO	Box	6001,	Brattleboro,	VT	05302.		Please	
include	your	name,	address,	phone	number	and	email	address.	Earlier	submitted	
stories	will	automatically	be	considered	in	subsequent	months.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	


