
 
TOWN OF BRATTLEBORO 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION MINUTES 
December 10, 2019 

  
Conservation Commission Members: Drew Adam, Marilyn Chiarello, Erin Rodgers, Laurie Callahan, and 
Jesse Wagner  
Staff: Sue Fillion, Andrew Graminski 
Guests: Ashley Davenport, Retreat Farm  
  
A.  Call to Order  

D. Adam called the meeting to order at 5:15 p.m. 

B. Announcements  
A. Graminski made an announcement that the Vermont Youth Conservation Corps (VYCC) is 
interested and looking for project work in Brattleboro. He mentioned that the town would pay 60% 
of the cost to help pay youth workers. E. Rodgers discussed potential funding opportunities 
including VT state watershed grants and VT community funds. D. Adams thought areas along the 
Whetstone Brook that the CC has been monitoring could be some potential sites for conservation 
work that the VYCC could perform. A. Graminski mentioned he would get back in touch with VYCC to 
talk deadlines.  

S. Fillion updated the commission on December 5, 2019 VOREC community tour and meeting held in 
Brattleboro. S. Fillion gave a background on who VOREC is (Vermont Outdoor Recreation and 
Economic Collaborative) and the work they do. She mentioned there are grant opportunities that 
the Town will look further into.  

C.  Approve Minutes of April 30, 2019 and May 28, 2019 
E. Chiarello made a motion to approve the October 22, 2019 meetings with one edit to those 
minutes. Motion was seconded by E. Rodgers.  

D.  New Business  
1. NRCS Soil-Island Related Demonstrations  

M. Chiarello met with Retreat Farm to discuss soil and ecosystem function that would happen in 
the spring. M. Chiarello was aiming for an event on the Saturday after Earth Day (4/25/2020). A. 
Davenport mentioned that events after Memorial Day are often better because there is more 
access to the Retreat Farm property and that there could be potential conflicts with weather in 
April. L. Callahan said that a date in alter May could interfere with the Strolling of the Heifers 
event in June. Commission and A. Davenport discussed potential session ideas including 
educational focusses, food demonstrations and walking tours on the farm to identify and 
remove invasive species. It was agreed that April was preferred and that the focus should be on 
getting property ready for gardening and information on invasive identification/management. 
 
Conservation Commission will continue to plan for this event at future meetings and continue to 
work in collaboration with the Retreat Farm.  
 

2. Whetstone Brook – Projects and Issues Updates  



 
S. Fillion made a small update regarding projects along the Whetstone Brook. A consultant has 
been hired to oversee environmental monitoring and assessment. Consultant is exploring the 
idea to over excavate areas with good soil and move those soils to areas with soils that have 
high pH levels. This would keep those areas as urban sites. S. Fillion mentioned that there will be 
further public outreach in the neighborhood and that the Planning Commission will also be kept 
update on planning endeavors.  

 
E. Old Business 

1. Japanese Knotweed– West River Park 
L. Callahan visited West River Park to examine pile of knotweed but said everything was all wet 
when she was there and that we will have to come back in the spring.  
 

2. Creamery Bridge  
A planting event occurred on October 31, 2019. Vegetation was cut off the bank of the 
Whetstone Brook near the bridge. Willow stakes were planted along with other shoreline plants. 
The Career Center Forestry class helped with the erosion issue and piled vegetative debris to 
help stop erosion at the top of the bank. E. Rodgers suggested the ideas of creating a rain 
garden or bioswale to that area in the future for runoff catchment.  
 

3. Source to Sea Cleanup 
Commission discussed potential events in the spring and that make another location would be 
better than last event in spring of 2019, because of the presence of trash might not be as large 
and that other areas could need remediation. Commission talked about ideas of tire disposal 
and cleaning up Crosby Brook areas.  

 
G.  Adjourn 
 Next meeting will be held on January 28, 2020 at 5:15 PM in the Hanna Cosman Room at the 

Municipal Center.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 
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