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Energy Committee Monthly meeting minutes
August 10, 2020
Zoom, 5pm

Attended: Oscar Heller, Millicent Cooley, Ralph Meima, Tony Duncan, Stephen Dotson


Announcements
· Django Grace has applied to join the energy committee. The Select Board meeting tomorrow is scheduled to appoint him.

Minutes approved from July 20. approved 4/0.

Conservation Commission meeting with Stephen Dotson
· Stephen introduced the carbon sequestration concept, where the CC would be in charge in measuring the amount of sequestration that we are capturing.
· They are Interested in learning more about the process and protocol, and scope, e.g., at what detail would they measure? 
· Next: We need to define the simplest approach to measurement to present to them, that will align with best practices and be acceptable. Stephen will define what should carbon sequestration measurement look like? What will ICLEI recommend for this?

NEMS membership
We are going to join. Benefits include:
· Join in funded research, collaborative efforts across member communities
· Join in specialty work groups, e.g., measuring GGEs
· Partner with other VT municipal members in influencing state legislation

ButtonUp
· Oscar signed us up, waiting for them to confirm our membership

Energy Report
· Progress depends on getting data from various municipal depts. Stephen is working to get this from individual depts, who are gatekeepers for the data. 
· Stephen will report his 6 month progress to the Select Board, and during that will tell them his efforts to get departments to provide data.
· Oct 1 – deadline to internal deadline to have all data collected (does not include reporting on that data).

Energy and Climate Goals proposal
· The team agrees that this document states the right goal.
· Discussion about text in the proposal document, which we plan to present to the Select Board
· Next: Team to work on this actively during the month, with the aim of agreeing on the wording next month meeting

BioMass project – led by Ralph Meima
Long Fall paper plant plans to replace their gas energy source with biomass.
https://www.reformer.com/stories/long-falls-secures-grant-for-biomass-project,608205
Also an article in VTDigger
· Ralph: This is an opportunity to take an informed middle ground, help mediate with the activist groups that will try to kill this project.
· Stephen: Biomass is good or bad depending on how it is done, e.g. sourced very locally to benefit the local community.
· Ralph: Suggestion to hold a workshop during the next 45 days, to hear out community members, and to educate. 
· Next: Ralph will let us know when the event will get triggered. 


Communications
· Millicent posted new text on the town Energy Committee web page.
· Voted 4/0 to request formal permission to have a FB page.


Next meeting will be Monday Sep 14 at 5pm.




