
Minutes: August 28, 2017 
Group:  Brattleboro Energy Committee  
Attendees: Michael Bosworth, Phoebe Gooding, Oscar Heller, Tom Finnell, Tom Franks, RoseAnn Grimes, George Harvey, 
Tad Montgomery, Kathleen White (note taker).  
 

Topic Discussion Action 
A. Agenda review Meeting called to order at 5:01.   

B. Approval of June 26 
and July 31 minutes 

A few minor corrections were suggested for each set of 
minutes. It was suggested and all agreed note-taker 
should add name to minutes. 

June 26 minutes approved 8-0-0. 
July 31 minutes approved 8-0-0. 
Kathleen will make corrections and send to 
Jan. Minutes will be reflect note-taker in the 
future.  

C. Announcements 

1. Two meetings Tuesday 8/28 asking for public input on 
proposed GMP rate increase at BUHS: 6 PM hosted by 
Dept. Public Service; 7 PM: hosted by GMP.  
2. Jon Floyd of EVT has offered to do a meeting on Sept 
28, 6:00-7:30 in Brattleboro on the Future of Energy 
Efficiency in Vt, to include a small presentation, and 
various discussion topics for small groups. Venue TBD.  
3. Tad is meeting with Jason Cooper at 9 AM Tuesday 
8/28 at Restless Rooster to discuss how he can support 
the DBBEP project at the selectboard mtg. All interested 
are invited.  
4. Burned, new film by Marlboro Productions: screenings 
8/31 at Next Stage and 9/9 at 118 Elliot, 7 PM. Hard 
hitting indictment of the use of biomass for electricity.  
5. “Catalysts of the Climate Economy” conference, 
sponsored by the Vt Council on Rural Development: 
marrying climate issues with the health of the economy, 
Burlington, 9/6-8. Michael is going.  
6. Vt Businesses for Social Responsibility and Vermont 
Natural Resources Council are sponsoring “Everyone’s 
Economic Opportunity in Climate Action” 9/12, 6-8PM, 
118 Elliot.  
7. Vt Transportation Efficiency Network: meeting at 118 

 



Elliot, 9/18, 1:30-4:30 PM, on various transportation 
activities happening in Brattleboro. 
8. Renewable Energy Vt REV2017 “Renewables for All” at 
Sheraton Hotel in Burlington Oct. 2 and 3. 

D. Selectboard 
presentations: 
-general report/slideshow 
-Climate Resolution 
update 
-DBBEP update 

a) Decision needed about date:  Sept 5 or 19th; and about 
who will present which slide(s); Discussion about slides: 
we want pertinent commentary, no reading of slides; need 
to strike balance between the terrifying reality of climate 
change and hopefulness; include economic benefits of 
addressing climate change; include slide on money saved 
from Honeywell project.  
 
b) Decision needed about  whether to ask the town to 
update the 2002 Climate Resolution that Tad found: Tom 
Franks thinks it’s worth mentioning that a climate action 
plan and resolution were written in 2002; Tad suggested 
we could review and revise the past plan as the new 
Town energy chapter is reviewed and revised.   Decided 
to keep resolution slide and have a separate discussion at 
a subsequent selectboard mtg.  
 
c) DBBEP: decided to keep slide in as a recommendation 
and have a separate discussion at a future selectboard 
mtg.  
 
d) Decided we would prefer to do the general report/slide 
show on the 5th and then the focused discussion of the 
Climate Resolution and the DBBEP update on the 19th. 
 

a) Decided to use slide showing how Vt’s 
climate is sliding further south vs 
precipitation trends for #2 slide.  
Everyone presenting send notes about your 
slide to Phoebe to compile on slide show.  
Michael will find the Honeywell slides for #3 
slot.  
Oscar offered to take some slides. George 
is doing the image slides.  Tad will do the 
DBBEP and Climate Resolution slides. 
Kathleen will do the transportation slides. 
Phoebe and Michael also available for 
some slides. 
#8 Town Building Improvement slide: 
change wording to: implement “all feasible” 
recommendations from WWTP audit.  
b) Resolution slide: 7-0-0 to accept new 
wording. 

E. NEGEF grant 

New England Grassroots Environmental Fund Grow 
Grant for up to $3500.  Application is due 9/15. Michael 
and Phoebe met about this and want to apply through the 
new non-profit Brattleboro Sustainable Energy Coalition. 
Will apply for education/outreach approaches. They feel 
the  DBBEP is not fleshed out enough to use for this 
proposal. Tad requested they call NEGEF to find out if 
they would consider funding DBBEP at this point.  

Michael will consider asking NEGEF about 
DBBEP. 



F. Review of Section 3 of 
Work Plan:  Improve 

Transportation Efficiency 
Discussion of changes to Section 3.  

Agreements:  
1st bullet:  Change “sub-committee” to 
“working group”; add “to work with Vital 
Communities” to sentence about continuing 
Smart Commute program; delete “while 
researching…” from 3rd bullet; last bullet: 
add “With Energy committee, promote an 
LCA approach…” 

G. 
Subcommittee/Working 
Group Reports 

Vt Rail Action Network reps met with Brattleboro officials 
on 8/25 to discuss improvements to Brattleboro Amtrak 
station. An Amtrak employee is going to be visiting the 
station to evaluate what improvements are needed. 
  
Kathleen reported that Safe Streets project is inviting 
Transportation Working Group and v-Bike to all meet 
together to discuss forming one group.  Kathleen moved 
that BEC support this effort to have Transpt. Working 
group collaborate with other groups working on 
transportation issues.  

7-0-0 vote to support motion (with caveat 
that the new group does not lose sight of 
the EV charging station issue).  

H. Next meeting date 

Monday, October 2.  Agenda item:  review results of 
WWT Plant audit.  
Discussed possible guests for future meetings:  1. Tom 
Wessells (sustainability/Forest Ecology); 2. DPW: to talk 
about which of DPW vehicle fleet are best candidates for 
becoming electric.  This could be repeated with the 
Brattleboro Police and Fire Departments in the future.  

 

    
 

   

   

   

 
  



 
 


