
BOARD FOR THE ABATEMENT OF TAXES 
February 1, 2018 

 
 

The Board for the Abatement of Taxes was called to order on February 1, at 6:00 P. M., in the 
Selectboard Meeting Room of the Municipal Center by Town Clerk Hilary Francis.  Members 
present included Justices of the Peace:  Jane Buckingham, Franklin Chrisco, Diane Cooke, 
Richard Cooke, Peter Gould, Elliott Greenblott, Don Long, Lee Madden, Sharry Manning, 
Robert Oeser, Gail Speno and Veronica Wheelock; Selectboard Member: Brandie Starr; 
Listers: Marshall Wheelock and Kathy Dowd; Town Treasure: John O’Connor; Assessor: 
Jenepher Burnell, and Town Clerk: Hilary Francis.  Also present: Walter Wagenknecht 
 
With 14 members in attendance and a quorum achieved, the meeting proceeded. Three 
additional members joined late. 
 
Oaths were administered to all members and the appellant. 
 
Nominations for Chair of the Abatement Board were opened by Clerk Hilary Francis.   Elliott 
Greenblott was nominated as Chair of the Board.  There being no other nominations, Mr. 
Greenblott was elected Chair. 
 
The Chair outlined the procedures of the meeting. Franklin Chrisco moved to accept the 
procedures, and they were adopted unanimously. 
 
ABT 18-01, The Meadow Corp, Bonnyvale Road, Land 23.8 Acres. Walter Wagenknecht was 
present to give testimony.  He explained to the Board that the subject property is a tract of 
undeveloped land being used for agricultural purposes. 4.4 acres is too wet for farming, while 
18.1 acres are currently farmed under contract with the Robb Family Farm, producing hay and 
other food crops for cattle. Due to a sale of land in 2016 and the Assessor’s office receiving 
insufficient information on the property, some confusion occurred. The time to correct this error 
has passed according to the strict timeline set by the State.  
 
Don Long moved to abate the taxes in the amount of $52.76 per 24 VSA §1535 Subsection 4. 
The motion was seconded. 
 
Marshall Wheelock voiced that the Listers have reviewed the situation and agree with what Mr. 
Wagenknecht presented. All official records have been corrected.  
 
Jenepher Burnell added that their records showed a transfer of two parcels to be merged. The 
Assessor’s office added the parcel to their existing land as the Assessors did not have enough 
information that it was already part of the original parcel. This was no fault of the property owner 
and should be remedied. Because the time to correct this error has passed due to the State’s 
strict timeline, the only recourse at this time is to abate. 
 
Sharry Manning moved to amend the motion to have the Assessor’s office look at the 2016 
appraisal and taxes and account for any discrepancy and have that added to the abatement 
amount. The amendment was seconded and passed unanimously. 
 
The original motion, subject to the amendment passed unanimously. 
 
 



 
It was the decision of the Board For The Abatement of Taxes to grant the request per 24 VSA 
§1535 subsection 4 to abate the valuation. The time period and amount are being reviewed by 
the Assessor’s and Treasurer’s offices and that will be determined in the next few days.  
 
There being no further requests for abatement of taxes and no additional business for the 
evening, the Board for the Abatement of Taxes adjourned at 6:27 P. M. 
 
 
       Attest: 
         
       Town Clerk and Clerk, Board of Abatement 
 


