
Brattleboro Planning Commission 
August 5, 2019 

Minutes 
  

 
Planning Commission: Felicity Ratte, Tom Mosakowski, Kathy Urffer, Kate Audlin,  
Excuesed: Josh Steele, Jessica Gelter 
Staff: Susan Fillion, Planning Director 
 
A. Meeting called to Order 

F. Ratte called the meeting to order at 6:05 PM  
 

B. Announcements 
S. Fillion announced that the 2020 Municipal Planning Grant has been released with applications due 
around September 30. She said that Town may pursue something to do with studying a stormwater 
utility. F. Ratte suggested that the West Brattleboro Master Plan might be a good project. S. Fillion 
announced that the department is currently interviewing for the Planning Technician position. She 
gave an update on the Downtown Design Plan.  
 

C. Public Comments 
No public comment  

 
D. Organizational Meeting 

1. Elect Chair, Vice-Chair, and Clerk 
K. Urffer nominated Felicity Ratte as Chair. T. Mosakowski seconded. F. Ratte accepted the 
nomination. 
 
F. Ratte nominated Kathy Urffer as Vice-Chair. T. Mosakowski seconded. K. Urffer accepted the 
nomination. 
 
K. Urffer nominated Kate Audlin as Clerk. T. Mosakowski seconded. K. Audlin accepted the 
nomination. 
 
The slate of candidates passed 4-0. 
 

2. Review Bylaws 
The Commission discussed the bylaws. T. Mosakowski advised that the Windham Regional 
Commission has a slightly different definition of what constitutes a conflict of interest. He will 
share it with staff to look at a future meeting. No action was taken to change the bylaws. 
 

3. Open Meeting Law 
S. Fillion reviewed the Open Meeting law with particular discussion about quorum, meetings, 
the ability to Skype or call in to a meeting to achieve a quorum, and agendas. 

 
E. Approve Minutes of July 1, 2019 

K. Audlin moved approval of the minutes with typographical edits; seconded by T. Mosakowski. Pass 
4-0. 



 
F. Sustainability Coordinator discussion 

F. Ratte presented information that she compiled about the Town Plan and it incorporates in 
relation to sustainability. The purpose was to see if the Town Plan is evidence that sustainable 
actions are occurring in Brattleboro. A secondary issue that came up is how much of the Town’s 
progress on sustainability is on the shoulders of volunteer boards? She reported that the only 
benchmarks that can be found in the Plan are in the Energy chapter. 
 
The Planning Commission discussed whether they should write a letter supporting the creation of a 
Sustainability Coordinator for the next meeting. It could include a preamble as to the primary 
purpose of the Town Plan. It was agreed that F. Ratte would draft a letter that will be discussed at 
the next Planning Commission meeting.  
 
S. Fillion discussed a suggestion that she received from a citizen to survey the various boards and 
committees to see whether they are making progress on actions in the Town Plan. She liked this idea 
and felt that it could be done annually with information on what the Town Plan is. The Planning 
Commission liked this idea.  
 

G. Potential Land Use Regulation Amendments 
The Planning Commission discussed the following: 

• Lot Coverage in the Industrial zoning district: S. Fillion was directed to bring back 
information as to lot sizes in the district and whether this suggestion was the result of an 
actual problem.  

• Energy: The Commission agreed to add an Energy review criterion to Site Plan Review. 
• Livestock: Planning Commission agreed that a definition of “livestock” should be added. It 

was suggested that equine should be used instead of horse. 
• Housing Density: S. Fillion discussed the Zoning for Great Neighborhoods project that the VT 

Agency for Commerce and Community Development is currently undertaking. There was a 
discussion of removing the density requirements in the Urban Center, Service Center, Mixed 
Use, Neighborhood Center, Village Center, and Residential neighborhood zoning districts. S. 
Fillion advised that the bulk standards would still be in effect and that will have the effect of 
controlling the density. She said that a maximum per building density could be added if 
desired. There was discussion about what other towns are doing and a concern expressed 
that this could promote tear downs in the traditional neighborhoods. The Planning 
Commission agreed to let the public comment on this proposal.  

 
H. Adjourn 

The meeting adjourned at 7:45 PM on a motion by K. Audlin and seconded by T. Mosakowksi. Pass 4-
0. 

 
 

 
   


