
Brattleboro Planning Commission 
August 14, 2019 

Minutes 

Planning Commission: Felicity Ratte (via phone), Josh Steele, Tom Mosakowski, Kate Audlin,  
Excused: Kathy Urffer, Jessica Gelter 
Staff: Susan Fillion, Planning Director 
Consultant: Brandy Saxton, PlaceSense 
Public: Shawn Jones, Jim Levinson, Bonnie Girvan, Tara Gordon 
Media: Chris May, Reformer; Olga Peters, Commons 

A. Meeting called to Order Mosakowski, serving as chair, called the meeting to order at 6:04 P.M.
B.
C. Announcements

No announcements.

D. Public Comments 
No public comments.

E. Better Block Challenge – Review and select projects for funding 
S. Fillion advised that 12 applications were submitted. There was a discussion that if there 
were compatible project, the Planning Commission could consider trying to merge them.

The Commissioners shared their opinions on their top vote getters. J. Steele felt that 167 Main 
Street and the Signpost could possibly be merged. The budget was discussed. 

There was discussion of the community garden and pollinator gardens. Commissioners 
expressed concerns that these are long term projects that won’t be visible for the actual 
weekend.  

It was observed that there were a lot of great ideas and the Commissioners encouraged them to 
happen regardless of whether tey get funding through the challenge.  

S. Jones shared some additional information about the costs of his laser tag proposal. He noted 
that once kids age out of the Boys and Girls Club, there are not a lot of activities that keep them 
active and safe. He is looking to provide that for various groups. 

The Commissioners noted that there were 3 proposals for the Centre Congregational Church. S. 
Fillion noted that there is an interest in utilizing the green space and perhaps that can be 
discussed during the charrette. 

K. Audlin moved to fund the following projects: Flat Street bike lanes, Story Walks, and 167 Main 
Street Better Block. Seconded by J. Steele. Pass 4-0.



It was agreed to see if the Signpost project might be able to collaborate with 167 Main Street and if 
the Story Walks might be able to consider the Center Congregational green space. 

E. Review and Approve support letter for Sustainability Coordinator
The Commission reviewed a draft of a letter. It was agreed to add a paragraph to the letter that 
summarizes the findings in the first paragraph of the Town Plan review. There was discussion as to
the purpose of the letter. F. Ratte said that the purpose is to clarify the role of the Town Plan
because it has been put forth as a sufficient expression of the Town’s sustainability efforts. 

F. Ratte moved to amend the letter and send it to the Selectboard; seconded by J. Steele. Pass 4-0
on a roll call vote: Ratte – yea; Steele – yea; Audlin - yea; Mosakowski – yea. F. Ratte agreed to make
the final edits and send them to S. Fillion for it to be distributed to the Selectboard.

F. Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 7:07 pm.




