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BRATTLEBORO SELECTBOARD 
TUESDAY, MAY 26, 2020 

SPECIAL MEETING – 6:15PM 
HELD REMOTELY VIA GoToMeeting 

MINUTES 
 

NOTE: Per the “Stay Home – Stay Safe” order issued by Governor Scott on March 13, 2020, this 
meeting was held remotely with no physical location using GoToMeeting. 

 
 
Selectboard members in attendance:  Tim Wessel, Elizabeth McLoughlin, Ian Goodnow, Brandie Starr, 
and Daniel Quipp. 
 
Staff participating:  Town Manager Peter Elwell, Assistant Town Manager Patrick Moreland, Public Works 
Director Steve Barrett, Highway/Utilities Superintendent Dan Tyler, and Executive Secretary Jan 
Anderson. 
 
Others participating: Summer Price, Wendy Levy, Marta Gossage, Franz Reichsman, Peter “Fish” Case, 

Kate O’Connor, Elizabeth Clausen, Amanda Witman, Martha Ramsey, Rikki Risatti, David Levenbach, 

ASL interpreters Janet Dickinson and Elizabeth Fox, and BCTV staff and volunteers.  

 

Chair Tim Wessel called the meeting to order at 6:15pm.  He confirmed that the meeting was properly 

warned. 

 

CHAIR’S REMARKS  

None. 

 

MANAGER’S COMMENTS  

None. 

 

SELECTBOARD COMMENTS  

None. 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

Rikki Risatti suggested adding GoToMeeting contact instructions to the Town calendar. 

Summer Price said that she was interested in caucusing for becoming a Town Meeting Member when 

Representative Town Meeting was rescheduled. 

 

COVID-19 UPDATE 

Review of COVID-19 Emergency Order: “Wearing Face Coverings Required.”  Chair Wessel stated that 

last Tuesday the Board passed an Emergency Order requiring the public to wear face masks when 

entering into retail establishments, and was asked to specifically warn this item at this meeting for 

public discussion.  Most Board members stated that they received positive feedback about the order, 

but also heard from a few people with objections.  Wendy Levy, Marta Gossage, Franz Reichsman, 

Peter “Fish” Case, Kate O’Connor, Elizabeth Clausen, Amanda Witman, and Martha Ramsey provided 

their opinions and comments.  Starr said that she had received feedback on the language under 

“Exceptions” about the age of children.  Wessel suggested that the Board issue an “Emergency Health 

Guidance from the Brattleboro Selectboard,” rather than an “order.”  Elwell spoke of his experiences 

with managers at grocery stores, and the issuance of this order for the protection of the greater group in 

a public health emergency.   There was much discussion by the Board, including adding an expiration 

date to the order, the difference between an order and an ordinance, enforceability of the order, 

enforcement mechanisms, enforcement by education and conversation, authority of the Board to issue 

such an order to protect the health, safety, and welfare of the public, and addressing when/how to wear 

masks in restaurants when they re-open.  The Board agreed to amend the language under 
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“Exceptions” and to add this matter to the June 16 agenda for discussion after receiving new directions 

from the State.   

 

MOTION BY BRANDIE STARR TO AMEND THE “COVID-19 EMERGENCY ORDER WEARING 

FACE COVERINGS REQUIRED” TO READ, IN THE “EXCEPTIONS” PARAGRAPH: CLOTH FACE 

COVERINGS ARE NOT REQUIRED ON YOUNG CHILDREN UNDER AGE 5 AND SHOULD NOT BE 

PLACED ON ANYONE WHO HAS TROUBLE BREATHING OR ANYONE WHO IS UNCONSCIOUS, 

INCAPACITATED, OR OTHERWISE UNABLE TO REMOVE THE MASK WITHOUT ASSISTANCE.  

MOTION CARRIED 5-0. 

 

Chair Wessel called for a recess at 7:45pm. 

Chair Wessel reconvened the meeting at 7:55pm. 

 

WATER AND SEWER COMMISSIONERS 

 

MOTION BY BRANDIE STARR TO CONVENE AS WATER AND SEWER COMMISSIONERS.  

MOTION CARRIED 5-0. 

 

Proposed FY21 Utilities Fund Budget – Presentation and Discussion.  Town Manager Elwell provided a 

brief overview of the utilities operations and budget.  He said that the Board would discuss the proposed 

increase in water and sewer rates later in the meeting.  Public Works Director Steve Barrett spoke about 

the proposed overall FY21 Utilities Fund Budget, as set forth in the memo dated May 13, 2020.  

Highway/Utilities Superintendent Dan Tyler noted that the proposed FY21 budget was generally level-

funded, and he reviewed several specific line items.  There were some questions and discussion by the 

Board. 

 

NO ACTION TAKEN. 

 

Review of Utilities Fund Capital Improvement Plan.  Public Works Director Barrett and Highway/Utilities 

Superintendent Tyler spoke about the proposed capital improvement projects, as set forth in Barrett’s 

memo dated May 12, 2020.  Rikki Risatti suggested implementing a program for property managers to 

monitor water quality within buildings. David Levenbach inquired about funds set aside for capital projects 

or vehicles that got deferred.  There were several questions and some discussion by the Board. 

 

NO ACTION TAKEN. 

 

Preliminary Discussion of FY21 Utility Rates.  Town Manager Elwell spoke at length about the financial 

status of the Utilities Fund and staff’s recommended rate increases for the next five fiscal years, as set 

forth in the memo dated May 13, 2020.  He noted that the significant water rate increases being proposed 

were generally due to funding for the replacement of the water treatment plant.  Kate O’Connor asked to 

provide information on how the rate increases would affect households.  There were several questions 

and much discussion by the Board. 

 

NO ACTION TAKEN. 

 

MOTION BY BRANDIE STARR TO ADJOURN AS WATER AND SEWER COMMISSIONERS.  

MOTION CARRIED 5-0. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

Proposed FY21 Parking Fund Budget – Presentation and Discussion.  Town Manager Elwell noted that 

parking enforcement and collections had been shut down completely in March due to the COVID-19 

pandemic and the Governor’s “Stay Home – Stay Safe” order.  He said it was the proper decision to 

make; however, it severely impacted the Parking Fund, as set forth in the memo from Assistant Town 

Manager Patrick Moreland, dated May 13, 2020.  He proposed that the operations be re-opened as of 
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July 1.  Moreland reviewed the revenue and expenditures in the proposed FY21 Parking Fund Budget.  

There were some questions and discussion by the Board. 

 

NO ACTION TAKEN. 

 

There was no further business. 

 

MOTION BY ELIZABETH McLOUGHLIN TO ADJOURN AT 9:47 PM.  MOTION CARRIED 5-0. 

 

 

 

      ______________________________________ 

      Ian Goodnow, Clerk 


