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BRATTLEBORO SELECTBOARD 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 31, 2017 
SPECIAL MEETING – 5:30PM 

SELECTBOARD MEETING ROOM, MUNICIPAL CENTER 
MINUTES 

 
Selectboard members present: Kate O’Connor, David Schoales, John Allen, and Richard DeGray. 
 
Staff present: Town Manager Peter Elwell, Assistant Town Manager Patrick Moreland, and Executive 
Secretary Jan Anderson. 
 
Media present: Chris Mays representing the Brattleboro Reformer and BCTV staff and volunteers. 
 
Others present:  William Isch, ASL interpreter Janet Dickinson, and others who did not sign the 
attendance sheet. 
 
Acting Chair Kate O’Connor called the meeting to order at 5:30pm.  She confirmed that the meeting was 
officially warned.   

CHAIR’S REMARKS 
None. 

MANAGER’S COMMENTS 
Elwell noted that a request had been received by Thurber Farm, whose farm was in the Farm Tax 
Stabilization Program, to add acreage that was recently purchased and located adjacent to the existing 
farm into the Program.  He said that the deadline to make the request to the Selectboard was January 31 
of each year.  He said that staff would handle the request and bring it to the Board if Board action was 
required, but he wanted to notify the Board of the request by the deadline date. 

SELECTBOARD COMMENTS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS  
None. 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION   
None. 

LIQUOR COMMISSIONERS 
 
MOTION BY RICHARD DEGRAY TO CONVENE AS LIQUOR COMMISSIONERS.  MOTION CARRIED 
4-0. 
 
Special Event Permits – Luv Crawl 
(i) Caledonia Spirits 
(ii) Vermont Distillers 
(iii) Stonecutter Spirits 
(iv) Whetstone Station Restaurant and Brewery 
(v) Citizen Cider 
(vi) Cold Spring Spirits, d/b/a Mad River Distillers 
(vii) Saxtons River Distillery 
(viii) American Crafted Spirits, d/b/a Silo Distillery 

Elwell said that the Board was asked to approve eight special event permits for liquor vendors taking part 
in the Luv Crawl, sponsored by the Downtown Brattleboro Alliance, on February 9 from 5:00pm to 
10:00pm.  DeGray noted that food vendors were also involved and tickets may be purchased at 
ArtRageous and Candle in the Night.  There was a brief discussion by the Board. 
 
MOTION BY JOHN ALLEN TO APPROVE THE FOLLOWING SPECIAL EVENT PERMITS AS PART 
OF THE LUV CRAWL EVENT SPONSORED BY THE DOWNTOWN BRATTLEBORO ALLIANCE ON 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2017, FROM 5PM TO 10PM:  CALEDONIA SPIRITS OF HARDWICK AT 
ALTIPLANO, 42 ELLIOT STREET; VERMONT DISTILLERS OF WEST BRATTLEBORO AT 
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ARTRAGEOUS 1 COLLECTIVE, 57 ELLIOT STREET; STONECUTTER SPIRITS OF MIDDLEBURY, 
VERMONT AT BEADNIKS, 115 MAIN STREET; WHETSTONE STATION RESTAURANT AND 
BREWERY OF BRATTLEBORO AT BOOMERANG, 12 ELLIOT STREET; CITIZEN CIDER OF 
BURLINGTON AT BRATTLEBORO BICYCLE SHOP, 165 MAIN STREET; MAD RIVER DISTILLERS 
OF WARREN AT RENAISSANCE JEWELERS, 151 MAIN STREET; SAXTONS RIVER DISTILLERY 
OF BRATTLEBORO AT RUGGLES & HUNT, 79 MAIN STREET; AND SILO DISTILLERY OF 
WINDSOR AT TAYLOR FOR FLOWERS, 15 ELLIOT STREET.  MOTION CARRIED 4-0. 

MOTION BY RICHARD DEGRAY TO ADJOURN AS LIQUOR COMMISSIONERS.  MOTION CARRIED 
4-0. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Approve Warnings – Annual Town and Town School District Meeting, and Annual Representative Town 
Meeting.  Elwell said that the Board was asked to approve the Warnings for the Town Meeting (March 7) 
and Representative Town Meeting (March 25), subject to the School Board’s approval at its meeting on 
February 1.  He said that the Warnings had been vetted very thoroughly by the Town Attorney, Town 
Moderator, David Gartenstein, Executive Secretary Jan Anderson, himself, and other staff members.  
O’Connor confirmed that three articles were on the Warnings due to the submission of petitions signed by 
the voters.  There was a brief discussion by the Board. 
 
MOTION BY RICHARD DEGRAY TO APPROVE AS PRESENTED THE WARNINGS FOR THE 
ANNUAL TOWN AND TOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT MEETING TO BE HELD ON MARCH 7, 2017, AND 
FOR THE ANNUAL REPRESENTATIVE TOWN MEETING TO BE HELD ON MARCH 25, 2017.  
MOTION CARRIED 4-0. 
 
Appoint Town Manager Peter Elwell as the Town’s Voting Delegate for VLCT Special Membership 
Meeting – February 15, 2017.  Elwell said that the Vermont League of Cities and Towns (VLCT) was 
holding a special meeting to vote on a minor adjustment to its bylaws.  He said that the special meeting 
was scheduled on February 15 in conjunction with the Local Government in the Legislature Day.   He said 
that he would be in Montpelier for the Local Government Day activities and would attend the special 
VLCT meeting.  He requested that the Board appoint him as the Town’s voting delegate for the special 
meeting. 
 
MOTION BY JOHN ALLEN TO APPOINT TOWN MANAGER PETER ELWELL TO BE THE TOWN OF 
BRATTLEBORO’S VOTING DELEGATE AT THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE 
VERMONT LEAGUE OF CITIES AND TOWNS ON FEBRUARY 15, 2017.  MOTION CARRIED 4-0. 

There was no further business. 
 
MOTION BY RICHARD DEGRAY AT 5:42PM TO ADJOURN. MOTION CARRIED 4-0.  
 
 
 
      _________________________________________ 

David Schoales, Clerk 


