4. CAMPERDOWN ELM
It is also known as thel
umbre]_la tree or weeping
tree. It is a great place for
children to hide under-
neath.
About 1835 - 184.0, the
Earl of Camperdown’s head
forester, David Taylor, dis-
covered a mutant contorted branch growing along the ground in the
forest at Camperdown House, in Dundee, Scotland. The Earl's
gardener produced the first Ca:mperdown{ Elm by grafting it to the
trunk of a Wych Elm. Camperdown Elms are created from a cutting,
taken from the original cutting and is usually grafted on a Wych Elm
trunk.
This picture from 1989
shows the original Camperdown
Elm tree in Dundee, Scotland.
Camperdown Elms are hardy
(to zone 4), suffering more
fl'Dm summer droug}lt thﬂn

from winter cold.

2. WHITE OAK

“I can remember when I was a
kid it was struck by lightning two
times. When my mother died, at
the wake, on the biographical
chart it showed a picture of the
tree.” Diane Spiak. On Williams
Street is another white oak and
Tammy Stern and her family
make oak flour from the acorns. She says, “It’s always delicious.”

There are many stories about oaks. Robin Hood organized his life
around, and within, great oaks. The huge and hollow “Major Oak,”
as it was called, was where he held meetings with the Merry Men. It
still stands today.

In pre-Christian Celtic society, Druids formed an intellectual
class comprising philosophers, judges, educators, historians, doc-
tors, seers, astronomers and astrologers. The earliest surviving
classical references to Druids date to the 2nd century B.C.E. The
word Druidae is of Celtic origin. It is believed to originate from the
Greek word “drus,” meaning “an oak” and “wid,” from the Sanskrit
word meaning “to know.” The oak was sacred to the Druids and was
part of each of their ceremonies.

If ocak is known as the King' of Trees, the White Oak is known as
the King of Kings because of the incredible spread of its crown.

6. BUTTERNUT

There is a mix of tree species in this small area, but the one that
stands out as special is the Butternut. It is occasionally known as
‘White Walnut. Butternut is native to North America.

You are looking at several Butternuts on the other side of the
fence. You can tell the Butternuts because of their grey bark, with its
flattened ridges. These Butternuts stand out as special because they
appear to be health}'.

Butternut trees are seriously threatened by a fungus which forms
a canker disease. In some areas, Q0% of the Butternut trees have been
killed and, so, it is close to being considered an endangered species.
Street trees fare better than woodland trees.

Butternuts live only about 75 years. They begin to bear nuts at
about 20 years of age. Having an oily texture and pleasant flavor, the

nuts are often used in baking and candy-making. The husks are also

used to make a y.e]lowish dye.

Here is a butternut
recipe created by Robert
Clements

Forager’s Salad:
Butternuts, water cress &
W]'_ld mushrﬂoms.

Add a little salt and
pepper and oil. Yum




8. SILVER MAPLE

Known also as Creek Maple, River
Maple, or Silverleaf Maple, is a species
of maple native to eastern North
America. It grows best near streams
and in protected flood plains. It is also
a very successful street tree since it has
ashallow, fibrous root system, and lives
naturally in soil which is compacted—
similar to the soil beneath our

sidewalks.

Ruth Unsicker writes: “The bulging
above-ground roots and the huge trunk
continues to make me pause and admire it each time I pass. I follow
the trunk up, up. Its towering branches are open and airy so that the
light and sky are visible through its light green foliage.”

One distinguishing characteristic of Silver Maples is that they are
one of the first trees to flower in the spring. Its flowers emerge from
buds set the previous summer. They are greenish-yellow and bloom
long befol‘e. the 1eaVES appear. :

Another easily noticeable characteristic of Silver Maples is their
long slender branches which first sweep downward and then grace-

y curve upward. The undersides of leaves are a shimmering

p.ale gray.
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